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REPORT FOR 1850. 


The abolition of slavery is intimately associated with the pro- 
gress of civilisation and religion thronghont the world. Wherever 
the crime against humanity exists, it not only dooms its victims to 
unrequited toil, and the assaults of unbridled passions, but interposes 
the greatest of all obstacles to their moral and social clevation. 
Under the influence of this general view of the case, the Com- 
mittee present their Report of proceedings during the past year, 
and renew their earnest appeal on behalf of the suffering and 
enslaved portion of their fellow-men. 


SLAVERY. 


In their last Report the Committee directed attention to the | 
melancholy fact that, notwithstanding the triumphs of the anti- | 
slavery cause, during the last sixteen years, there yet remain to be 
emancipated between seven and eight millions of slaves, held in 
bondage under nations professing to be governed by the high and 
holy principles of the Christian religion, To measure the extent 
of their labour, the nature of their privations, the intensity of their 
sufferings, and the depth of their degradation, requires an accurate 
knowledge of the law and practice of slavery, as they exist in 
slaveholding States. Deprived of all personal rights, reduced by 
force of Jaw to the condition of a mere piece of property, ‘‘ a chattel 
personal in the hand of his master,’’ it must be obvious that, speak- 
ing generally, neither the interests, the feelings, nor the relations 
of the slave will be respected, if they interfere, in any way, with 
the interests or the will of hisowner. The original outrage inflicted 
on his nature requires to be followed up by a brutal discipline. 
The terrors of the whip and the chain are, therefore, necessary to 
stimulate exertion, to enforce obedience, and to secure submission. 
From the records possessed by the Society, illustrations of the 
atrocities perpetrated on the slave population of various countries 
might be multiplied; but, dreadful as their physical sufferings 
and privations are, the laceration of their affections, the breaking 
up of their social relations by forced separations, and the unut- 
terable wrongs done to their moral nature, as rational and immortal 
creatures, are yet more fearful, and appeal with irresistible energy 
to our sympathies as men, and our principles as Christians, to 
promote in every legitimate way their deliverance. 








THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


During the last year two Reports were presented to Parliament 
relating to the slave-trade; one by a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, the other by a similar Committee of the Lords. 
The first of these Reports is as follows :— 





‘¢ That the Committee which was appointed in the last session of Par- 
liament, to consider the best means which Great Britain can adopt 
for providing for the final extinction of the slave-trade, adopted certain 
resolutions, which were reported to the House. In the purport of 
those resolutions this Committee is agreed with the Committee of last 
session. 

‘That a long and large experience of attempts to suppress the slave- 
trade by a naval force, leads to the conclusion that to put down that trade 
by such means is impracticable. 

‘‘That over and above a return to the system of discouragement by | 
commercial legislation, several measures have been suggested as suitable | 
auxiliaries of the present preventive system, particularly the destruction | 
of barracoons, the infliction of the penalties of piracy on the captains and 
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crews of vessels engaged in the slave-trade, and the enforced liberation of | 
all slaves illegally imported into Brazil and the Spanish colonies. 

‘‘That your Committee have considered whether these expedients are 
practically available, as they conceive that if that were the case, such 
expedients ought to be tried before the abandonment of the system of for | 
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cible suppression should be resolved upon. But, even assuming that Great 
Britain either is actually entitled, or could by negotiation acquire a title, 
to adopt all of these measures, your Committee er: still convinced that 
Such a prosecution as could alone be effectual, would not be sustained by 
the general opinion of other civilised countries, would be attended with 
the imminent risk of very serious calamities, and would scarcely be sooner 
commenced than abandoned. 

‘¢ Your Committee are, therefore, constrained to believe that no modi- 
fication of the system of force can effect the suppression of the slave-trade, 
and they cannot undertake the responsibility of recommending the conti- 
nuance of that system. Your Committee are not, however, prepared to 
recommend the immediate and unconditional withdrawal by Great Britain 
of her contingent from that system which her influence has been so mainly 


| instrumental in recommending to other countries, without any commun*,, 


cation with those countries, and without any definite understandi- 0g of 
their views. 

‘‘ Your Committee are, however, of opinion, that the aing of those 
communications should be to release Great Britain frova such treaty 
engagements, in respect to the slave-trade, as place the “question of main- 
taining a blockading squadron beyond the free and exclusive control of 
British authorities. 

‘¢ Your Committee do not conceive that if the use of force is to be 
abandoned, it therefore follows that Great Britain is to become neutral 
or indifferent with respect to the slave-trade. 

‘‘It is painful to your Committee to acknowledge want of success in 
an undertaking to which the intelligence, the energy, and the wealth of 
Britain have been so long and so unsparingly applied; an undertaking, 
the success of which this country has endeavoured to ensure by great 
sacrifices of human life, and for which it has consented to place at con- 
stant hazard the peace of the world; but nothing can absolve your Com- 
mittee from the duty of recognising the truth of the case, as their inquiry 
has brought it under view. 

‘‘Tt would still be the duty of the British Government to avow its 
unabated hostility to the African slave-trade; to employ every means 
compatible with a just regard to the independence of other States, to 
promote the mitigation of its evils, and to accelerate its final extinction ; 
and by no means to shrink from suggesting further pacific efforts, and 
even further sacrifices in the cause for which it has already toiled so 
much,.if at any time they should be found necessary for the attainment 
of so happy a consummation. 

‘That your Committee entertain the hope that the internal improve- - 
ment and civilisation of Africa will be one of the most effective means of 
suppressing the slave-trade; and for this purpose, that the instruction of 
the natives by missionary labours, by education, and by all other prac- 
tical efforts, and the extension of legitimate commerce, ought to be 
encouraged wherever the influence of England can be directed, and espe- 
cially where it has already been beneficially exerted.”’ 


Such is the second Report of a Select Committee of the Commons, 
appointed ‘‘to consider the best means which Great Britain can 
adopt for the final extinction of the African slave-trade.” It 
points at the ultimate withdrawal of the cruising squadron from 
the coast of Africa; but neither adopts any of the schemes pro- 
posed for the suppression of the slave-trade by several of the 


witnesses examined before it, nor suggests one of its own, In 


effect, it recommends the abandonment of all active measures 
against the slave-trade, and limits the action of the British 
Government to a simple protest against its continuance. Looking 
at the constitution of the Committee, and the real, though con- 
cealed, object of those who originated the inquiry, no one can be 


| surprised at the conclusion to which it arrived. 


The Report of the Select Committee of the Lords is as follows:— 


‘« By the Lords’ Committee appointed a Select Committee to considér 
the best means which Great Britain can adopt for the final extinction of 
the African slave-trade. Ordered to report :— . 


ners tans Saini 




















a8 





aad 


RET See 
——— 


82 THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





‘* That the Committee have met and considered the subject-matter to 
them referred, and have come to the following resolutions, viz.— 
‘That the evidence which has been given before this Committee 
has led them to the conclusion, that although the efforts of 
Great Britain have not suppressed the slave-trade, and although 
it is doubtful whether the number of slaves exported during the 
last two years is not greater than in some preceding years, that, 
upon the whole, a large reduction of the trade has been effected, 
and its probable increase has been prevented. 

‘‘ That all the evidence goes to prove that the prevalent im- 
pression as to the general unhealthiness of the cruising squadron 
is without foundation ; and further, that the withdrawal of the 
cruisers from the coast of Africa would cause a great immediate 
increase in the slave-trade, and would inflict most serious injury 
on the legitimate commerce of Africa. 

“That the Committee see reason to believe that certain 
alterations in the equipment and directions of the cruising 
squadron, which would be attended with little or no additional 
expense, would add greatly to its efficiency. 

‘But on this, and other points, the Committee are of opinion that 
further evidence should be taken before any practical suggestions can be 
offered to the House; they have, therefore, resolved, on account of the 
advanced period of the session, to report to your lordships the foregoing 
resolutions, and to recommend that the Committee should be re-ap- 
pointed in the next session, to pursue the consideration of the subject, 
and to report finally to the House.”’ 


The Lords’ Report, it will be perceived, is intended to be an 
answer to that of the Commons, on the propriety of with- 
drawing the squadron from the coast of Africa. Knowing that 
the more active members of this Committee had reached this con- 
clu, 100 before its appointment, your Committee do not attach the 
highes.” importance to its decision; but they confidently refer to 
the evid«“uce taken before both Committees in confirmation 
of the views Which they have long entertained, that the 
squadron has pi ved inefficient as a means for the suppression 
of the slave-trade, that it ought to be withdrawn, and that, 
unless other means be resorted to, it will continue to flourish. 
If the Committee needed any further justification of the soundness 
of their views, and the course which they have felt it to be their 
duty to pursue, it will be found in the slave-trade papers for 1848 and 
1849, recently laid before Parliament by command of the Queen. 
From these papers the Committee gather the following facts :—that 
‘¢ the influx of African slaves into Brazil was so great during the latter 
part of 1846, that it occasioned a glut in the market; that in con- 
sequence of the increased arrival of slaves direct from Africa, all 
the slave deposits were full at the close of 1846, both in this city 
(Rio de Janeiro) and in all the convenient harbours in the neigh- 
bouring line of coast;” that “‘this state of things gave rise to 
another class of slave dealers, who are now in full activity, realising 
great profits by taking into the interior, and to the adjoining inland 
provinces, newly-imported slaves from the different deposits ;”” that 
‘¢ parties of newly-imported Africans may be met any day, in every 
road leading to the interior ;” and that “‘ numbers of small craft in 
the bay of Rio de Janeiro, as well as the coasters and steamers, are 
likewise continually seen employed in transporting new slaves for 
sale in every direction.”” The number of slaves ascertained to have 
been landed in 1846, “at Espiritu Santo, Campos, Macahé, and 
the anchorages about Cape Frio and Ilha Grande,” was about 
42,500. ‘‘ Most of these slaves,” it is added, ‘‘ were shipped on 
the western coast of Africa, and that one of the means adopted to 
elude the vigilance of the cruisers was to erect barracoons at various 
points, and thus distract their attention from the spot where the 
slaves were really shipped.””—Slave-traude papers, 1848, Class B., 
pp- 253-4. 

The Acting Consul at Rio de Janeiro, Mr. Westwood, in his 
annual report, 1848, says :—‘‘ From the reports already furnished, 
your lordship must be aware of the impossibility of arriving at 
any correct estimate of the number of slaves landed; and although 
I am convinced that the importation of Africans in this district, 
during 1847, was much above the average of past years, I have 
only been able to make up the following account :—At Macahé, 
Campos, and Cape Frio, 21,000; at Rio harbour, and islands and 
bays up to Cape Frio, 19,000; and at Ilha Grande, and different 
localities to the southward of Rio, 6,000; in all, 46,000.” He 
adds :—‘‘ The landing of slaves along this coast is now carried on 
ifi the most undisguised manner ;” and “ the Brazilian authorities 
take no steps to prevent it.””—Slave-trade papers, 1849, Class B., 
p. 144. 

In a despatch addressed by Lord Howden, British minister at Rio, 
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to Lord Palmerston, dated 9th February, 1848, he says :—** Accord- 
ing to the best estimation I have been able to make, above 60,000 
Africans have been imported into Brazil during the year 1847 ;” 
and he adds, “I learn that never have the slave dealers so per- 
fected all the appurtenances and appliances of their vile trade as at 
present ; never have they so organised the whole range of shore 
signals from St. Katharine’s Bay to Bahia, nor established such 
facilities for landing their cargoes as now; and Iam afraid I may 
add, with perfect truth, that never was the toleration, not to say 
co-operation of this Government, more open than at the present 
moment.”’—Jbid. p. 1. 

The fact of the limited number of slaves imported into Cuba, 
during the last few years, has been much dwelt on, for the purpose 
of showing, first, that the Spanish Government has become more 
faithful to its engagements for the suppression of the slave-trade ; 
and, secondly, that the African squadron has been eminently sue- 
cessful in suppressing the Spanish branch of it. It requires but little 
information of the real circumstances of the case to show that neither 
of these assertions is true. During the last tive or six years, the 
internal supply of slaves, together with those imported direct from 

frica, has been equal to the demand. The following extracts 
from official papers will prove this. In the report of the Com- 
missary Judge, Mr. Kennedy, to Lord Palmerston, dated Havana, 
Ist January, 1849, he says:—‘‘In my last annual report, dated 
Ist January, 1848, and a tormer one, I informed your lordship that 
though lately a larger demand for slave labour had arisen, on 
account of the higher price of sugar, yet this demand had been met 
by a supply of negroes from abandoned coffee plantations, to the 
number then estimated of about 30,000. Since then I learn there 
has been a return made to this Government of the number so trans- 
ferred to sugar estates, estimated at 38,000. This supply I should 
think sufficient for the necessities of some years to come.” In « 
subsequent part of his report, he says :—‘‘ In labour they have also 
another supply, beyond what the coffee estates afforded, namely, 
from the numbers formerly employed in the manufacture of tobacco 
and cigars. Of 20,000 persons estimated to have been employed 
in this city in this manufacture, it is said that half are out of em-- 
ployment, and this circumstance, if it be true, and if it continue, 
must lower the rate of prices for labour generally, and give, if 
required, several thousand labourers for the cstates.’”’—Slave-trade 
papers, 1849, Class A., p. 69. 

From the latest despatch of this functionary, the Committee 
learn ‘‘ that the price of slaves and slave-labour has fallen; that 
the railroads, which occupied a great number of slaves, are nearly 
completed, and the contracts, therefore, have ceased; that thus, 
with present prices, the planters will require less labour, and yet 
be as flourishing as in the last year.””—Jbid. p. 79. 


SIERRA LEONE. 


From the Acting Commissary Judge’s Report for 1848, relative 
to the slave-trade, we gather the following facts—that ‘‘ Owing to 
the operation of the Acts of 2nd and 3rd Vict., cap. 73, and the 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 122, no vessel has been brought into the 
Mixed Commission Courts during 1848 ; buta very large number 
have been adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony. 
That some of such vessels were really Spanish property, (though 
under the Brazilian flag,) I cannot doubt; but the now general 
system of destroying the ship’s papers, flags, &e., previous to 
capture, effectually conceals their nationality.” He adds, “It is 
a fact, that many of the Brazilian slavers, when captured, are 
found without either ship’s papers or flags, thereby preventing the 
disclosure of the names of the owners of the ship and cargo, also 
the master, supercargo, and officers ; and as the system of trying 
slave vessels in the Vice-Admiralty Courts does not expose 
the names of the parties to the public, they of course prefer that to 
the Mixed Commission Courts, where all the parties concerned are 
annually exposed in the papers laid before Parliament.”’—S/ave- 
trade papers, 1849, Class A., pp. 2, 3. 

The total number of cases prosecuted before the Mixed Com- 
mission Courts at Sierra Leone, since their establishment in June, 
1819, up to the end of 1848, was 529, whereof 502 were condemned, 
twenty-seven withdrawn, dismissed, or restored to claimants. In 
the same period there have been emancipated by the same Mixed 
Courts 64,625 slaves; of whom 56,935 were registered at Sierra 


Leone. 
HAVANA. 


The return of vessels reported to have arrived from Africa with 
slaves during the year 1848, were the following :—‘ One said to 
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have brought 800 slaves in April, and to have landed them in the 
neighbourhood of Santiago de Cuba. Several others reported to 
have arrived in the spring at the south side of the island. Another 
slaver with 700 slaves, reported to have landed them near Cabanas, 
in July ; another, with 300; and one, the felucca Columbia, with 
150.”’—Jbid. p. 71. 





LOANDA,. 


The slave-trade Commissioners at Loanda report that although 
“the present Governor-general, Senor da Cunha, appears to have 
sueceeded in suppressing all direct attempts at slave-trading in 
Portuguese vessels, there can be little or no doubt that the many 
adventurers (numerous beyond all precedent of late years) which 
have proceeded from Brazil within the last few months direct to 
the South of the line, and more particularly at Ambriz and the 
points immediately adjacent thereto, have all been, more or less, 
connected with establishments at this place.”’ They further state, 
that ‘the fact is unquestionable, and each day’s experience con- 
firms it more and more,” that the ‘‘ fresh impulse given to the 
slave-trade”’ has begotten “a determination on the part of those 
engaged in it, to persevere at all hazards, and to spare no expense, 
even to the fitting out, as we see, of large armed steamers.”’ And, 
in referring to the large number of captures which had been made 
of slavers equipped for the traffic, they add, ‘‘ Creditable, however, 
as this result must undoubtedly be considered to the zeal, activity, 
and intelligence by which it has been attained, we should, we fear, 
be only deceiving her Majesty’s Government were we to hold out 
the expectation that by such losses, however severely they may fall 
on this or that individual, any very material cheek will be given to 
the traffic.” —Tbid. pp. 104, 5, and 8. 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


From the report of the Commissioners at the Cape to Lord 
Palmerston, dated 13th January, 1848, we make the following 
extract, viz.:—‘*‘ We have the honour to report to your lordship. 
that, from the best information we can obtain, the slave-trade on 
the east coast of Africa has by no means diminished during the 
year 1847, and that the usual proportion of the immense body of 
negroes imported into Rio de Janeiro during the last twelve months 
has been furnished by the slave-traders in the Mozambique.”— 
Ibid. p. 81. 

In a despatch from Sir Charles Hotham to the Admiralty, he 
says: — ‘Sir Charles Hotham’s squadron, during twenty-two 
months, commencing the 14th of October, 1846, and ending 13th 
August, 1848, has captured and condemned 143 slave vessels, with 
11,700 slaves on board.” He adds, ‘‘I am aware many people 
believe the demand for slaves to be increased in proportion ; I have 
no data whereon to offer an opinion, but I know, from good autho- 
rity, that during the months of May and June, 10,000 slaves were 
landed at a port near Rio, not from the West Coast of Africa, but 
from Mozambique.” —bid. p. 281. 

SLAVE VESSELS. 

In a despatch to the Admiralty, dated the 14th March, 1848, 
Sir Charles Hotham says:—‘‘ The vessels equipped for the slave- 
trade in the port of Bahia are of the finest and; most beautiful 
construction,. strength and durability are all sacrificed to obtain 
speed. Our ships, on the contrary, are burthened with guns, 
provisions, and stores, and we are obliged to consider speed as 
one only of the many requirements of a man-of-war. There is 
not a sloop on the African station that can compete in sailing 
with a well-formed slaver, and if their lordships will turn to my 
report of captures, they will find that 23 out of 59 were either 
taken by a steamer single-handed, or that her presence prevented 
escape from one of our cruisers. At certain periods of the year, 
when the fresh breezes set into the Bight of Benin, a well-equipped 
slave vessel will escape even from a steamer; this has already 
happened to the ‘Grappler,’ and may any day occur to the ‘ Blazer.’ 
The dealers at Rio have placed a second powerful steamer in the 
trade; there may be others of which we know nothing ; but, on a 
fair calculation, these two vessels will annually carry off at least 
10,000 slaves from the coast of Africa, without, I fear, experiencing 
much chance of capture.’”’—Jbid. p. 246. 


PLANS OF SLAVE-TRADERS. 


The perfection of the plans for shipping slaves on the coast of 
Africa with impunity, rival those made to secure the safe disem- 
barkation in Brazil. Sir Charles Hotham, in alluding to this 
Point, in a despatch to the Admiralty, says :— 

‘Generally speaking, there are no established points for shipment. 
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Information is conveyed, by neutrals and canoes, to the vessel waiting 
off the coast, of the exact position of each cruiser, and arrangements are 
then made for the further operations. The quantity of provisions and 
water carried by our vessels is perfectly well known; and, if circum. 
stances are not propitious, she waits off the coast until the man-of-war 
is compelled to quit her station ; then makes her point, and in two hours 
receives a full cargo. In the Bight of Benin this precaution is considered 
unnecessary. The trade from Lagos and Whydah is conducted by 
vessels in every way superior to our sloops of war; and the practice 
latterly has been, to steer direct for their ports, ship their slaves, and 
take their chance, feeling sure that the probability of success is greatly 
in their favour.’’ 

And to show the aids afforded the Brazilian slave-traders in 
prosecuting their nefarious objects, Sir Charles remarks :— 

‘* Independent of the facilities offered by the topography of the coast, 
great assistance is obtained through the medium of neutrals. The 
Americans and Sardinians are the principal movers; their vessels 
bring the cargoes required for the purchase of slaves, with an additional 
master and Brazilian crew; their water is stowed, and slave-deck laid 
under the legitimate cargo, and every preparation made for the shipment 
of slaves ; the papers are correct, and they anchor off the ports, and there 
remain until the cruiser is either led off by chase, or compelled to quit 
her station for water, when they seize their opportunity, shift the flag, 
and sail under a Brazilian master; the same vessel frequently repeats 
this trick, the sail being only nominal, unless capture should ensue. So 
long as this is allowed, I am of opinion that the entire suppression of the 
slave-trade by our present means is impracticable.”’—Jbid. pp. 299, 300. 


PROFITS OF THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


Nor must the profits connected with this unholy traffic be for- 
gotten, inasmuch as it presents the chief incentive to its prosecution. 
Lord Howden, in his evidence before the Lords’ Committee, said— 
‘Tt is my opinion that you will always find people who will embark 
in the trade; no risk has ever appeared to deter mankind from the 
prospects of enormous gains. This morning I drew out an estimate ° 
of the expenses of a slaver, and of the profits; good-sized slaver, 
with a good cargo, without being very full, and at a high valuation 
for purchase, wages, food, medicines, and price of slaves, costs 
£5,000, and the return cargo of human beings sells for £25,000— 
that is to say, at 500 per cent. profit.” Lord Howden gave another 
instance :—‘‘ A sailing vessel, which had made five successful trips 
to Africa and back ; she brought, according to the lowest calcula- 
tion, 3,000 slaves; they gave an average of £40 a piece, and the 
expenses would be about a fifth of the net sale.” Another instance 
is given in the appendix to the Lords’ Report, p.98. Mr. Consul 
Cowper, in a despatch to Lord Palmerston, dated Bahia, the 30th 
September, 1848, says:—‘‘ I beg to call your lordship’s attention 
to the Brazilian yacht, Andorinha, of eighty tons burthen, which 
vessel has made eight successful voyages to and from the coast of 
Africa, having actually landed 3,392 slaves at this port, receiving 
the usual freight of 120 reis per head, amounting to £40,704 
sterling, calculated at the current rate of exchange of 24d. per 
milrei. Her first cost, including everything necessary for the 
voyage, may have been about £2,000. The parties interested in 
the vessel admit that, after deducting all expenses, she has left a 
clear profit of more than 800 percent. The Andorinha landed her 
first cargo of slaves in December, 1846.” 

Putting these facts together, with the corroborative evidence 
attached to the Reports on the slave-trade laid before both Houses 
of Parliament, and the experience of thirty years of unsuccessful 
efforts to suppress the slave-trade by force, the Committee feel 
assured that other and wiser measures must be adopted in order to ~ 
secure the extinction of the foreign African slave-trade, 


SLAVERS CAPTURED. 
The following tabular statement will show the number of slavers 
captured and condemned during the last nine years ; and the mor- 
tality which occurred between their capture and condemnation :— 





























} Number of 

‘Number of| Number of | Number of Slaves died [aus peed Ro —_ 
Year. Vessels Vessels Slaves — ar — tween Capture and 

captured. | condemned. tured. stn. Adjudication. 
1840 | 79 76 3,192 292 9°14786 
1841 | 78 66 4,519 311 6°88205 
1842 | 58 53 3,177 344 10°82782 
1843 | 44 38 3,612 590 16°33444 
1844 | 52 46 3,472 480 13°82488 
1845 95 84 4,443 473 10°64595 
1846 47 45 2,200 199 9°04545 
1847 81 80 6,706 694 10°34894 
1848 91 90 6,712 558 8°31364 

Totals..| 625 578 38,033 3,941 10°36205 
General Average. 
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If it were intended to show by this return the great success of 
the African squadron, and that the mortality on board the slavers 
was not so great as had been asserted, the Committee think it to 
be fallacious for both those purposes.. First, if we take the number 
of slaves exported from Africa from 1840 to 1847, both inclusive, 
namely, 444,006, and add thereto, as the probable number of 
slaves exportcd in 1848, say 80,000, we shall have a total of 
524,000, as the exports for nine years; but the total number of 
slaves capturcd during that period was only 38,033, leaving 
466,000 to be carried off by the slave-traders! But it is in the 
highest degree probable that the 38,000 Africans captured by the 
cruisers, during the last nine years, have been replaced by an 
equal number ; and, in that case, the internal traffic in slaves, with 
all its horrors, must have increased in a corresponding ratio. 
This can scarcely be termed success. Secondly, the average mor- 
tality on board the slavers, between capture and condemnation, is 
represented as something more than 10 per cent. No note is taken 
of those who died between shipment and capture, though it usually 
happens that the greatest mortality takes place during the first few 
days of the slayer’s voyage; nor is there any account given of the 
mortality which occurs between adjudication and the final disposal 
of the Africans by Government. On this point the ninth Report 
of the Emigration Commissioners, page 68, tells a fearful tale. 
The ratio of mortality at Sierra Leone is given at 26 per cent. 


nearly ; at the Cape of Good Hope, 39 per cent. nearly; and St. 


Helena, 19 per cent. nearly. This return is frightful, and shows the 
deplorable condition in which the slaves are landed after their sea 
voyage. But the Committee are persuaded that the ‘horrors of 
the middle passage’’ are not exaggerated when the mortality is 
estimated at 25 per cent., if the loss of life consequent sometimes 
upon the embarkation of slaves, upon casualties at sea, and upon 
the running of slavers on shore to avoid capture, be taken into 
account. Let this be done, and few persons acquainted with the 
facts of the case will hesitate to adopt the language of the Commons’ 
Report, that ‘‘ the sufferings and mortality of slaves in the middle 
passage are appalling to humanity ;’’ or, on a comparison of the past 
with the present state of the traffic, to say that ‘the intensity of the 
sufferings and the amount of the mortality are unexampled in the 
history of the slave-trade.” 


HOME PROCEEDINGS, 


The most important questions which have engaged the attention 
of the Committee during the past year, have been the Foreign 
African slave-trade, and its remedy ; the operation of the Sugar 
Acts of 1846 and 1848, in relation to the increase of slavery and 
the slave-trade; the disuse of slave-labour produce; the extension 
of cotton cultivation in British India, and élsewhere, by free labour ; 
the immigration of labourers into the British colonies; colonial 
legislation, in relation to the freedom and welfare of the emancipated 
classes; the alleged existence of slavery in the British Island of 
Bulama, on the western coast of Africa; and the general progress 
of emancipation in foreign countries. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE AND ITS REMEDY. 


Never, perhaps, in any one year, has the foreign African slave- 
trade engaged so much of public attention, or excited so much 
public discussion as during the last one. The extent, the activity, 
the horrid details of this inhuman traffic, brought to light by par- 
liamentary inquiries, have deeply affected many generous minds ; 
and the press has been actively and extensively employed in dis- 
cussing the means to be used for its suppression. Unhappily, 
opinions are much divided on this capital point. Even those who 
have the same great object in view, and who are influenced by the 
purest motives, are in a state of antagonism, or, at all events, of 
dislocation. The present means employed by the British Govern- 
ment, for the extinction of the traffic, is the employment of a 
large squadron of cruisers on the coast of Africa. In this service 
they have been assisted by France, the United States, and Por- 
tugal, each of which powers has had, for several years past, 
armed vessels on the coast for a similar purpose. But it is found 
that, notwithstanding the vigilance and activity of these cruisers, 
the slave-trade expands in proportion to the demand for slaves, 
and that the supply of slaves is fully equal to the demand for 
them in the Spanish colonies and Brazil. This fact is incontes- 
tibly proved, not only by the evidence laid before Parliament, but 
by the united testimony of British functionaries residing in those 
countries. Such being the case, it may be fuirly asked, ‘‘ Why 
keep the squadron on the coast of Africa, at an enormous cost to 





the country, to the injury of the health, and the loss of life of our 
seamen, when it does not answer the end proposed by its employ- 
ment?” Without discussing this question as one of principle, but 
simply confining their attention to it as one of fact, the Committee 
are compelled to say that, hitherto, the employment of the squadron 
has proved a signal failure, and has added new horrors to the 
traffic it was intended to destroy: and that they do not believe 
that any modification or alteration in its appointments, or in the 
instructions which are to regulate its movements, can succeed in 
extirpating the evil. It is a contraband trade, associated with 
immense profits, covered by insurances, connived at by the Go- 
vernments by whose subjects it is carried on, and prosecuted with 
a skill, a daring, and a method, which cannot be surpassed. In 
this view of the case the Committce are borne out by a weight of 
evidence and authority, which they consider to be irresistible. 
Even those who favour the continuance of the squadron, often for 
dissimilar reasons, are compelled to admit that, in its most efficient 
state, it has not answered the end proposed, ‘‘ cither in the entire 
suppression, or the diminution of the trade.’’ The fact is, the 
squadron has not attained any one end originally contemplated ; 
and, if we may place confidence in the judgment of the highest 
class of naval officers employed in the service, ‘it would not be 
possible, by means of any naval force, to suppress the slave-trade, 
so long as there existed a high demand for slaves on the other side 
of the Atlantic.” 

Fortified in the correctness of the view which the Society had 
taken of this subject at its furmation—namely, ‘‘ That so long as 
slavery exists, there is no reasonable prospect of the annihilation of 
the slave-trade;” and “‘ that the extinction of slavery and the slave- 
trade will be attained most effectually by the employment of those 
means which are of a moral, religious, and pacific character,” the 
Committee have pressed upon the Government, the legislature, and 
the people of this country, the propriety of withdrawing the 
cruisers from the African station, and of concentrating their efforts 
for the suppression of the traffic on plans more likely to ensure suc- 
cess. Those plans the Committee laid before Government in 1840 
and 1846, and have laboured diligently, since then, to give them 
practical effect. They cannot now go into detail, but there is one 
feature of their general scheme, which they have felt it to be their 
duty most earnestly to press on the public attention, because it has 
everything to recommend it, and must end in success, if earnestly 
and vigorously carried out. It will be found embraced in the 
prayer of the following petition, presented to the House of Com- 
mons on the 19th of March last, viz. :— 


4* The Petition of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slavery Society, 





‘‘ SHEWETH,—That your Petitioners are deeply concerned to learn that 
the foreign African slave-trade is still carried on to an enormous extent, 
and with aggravated atrocity and horror, to supply the slave markets 
of Brazil and the Spanish colonies : 

‘‘ That your Petitioners attribute this fearful state of things to the con- 
tinued bad faith of the Brazilian and Spanish Governments, who, in 
defiance of the solemn obligations of treaties entered into with this 
country, have for a long series of years allowed it to be openly and 
flagrantly carried on : 

‘* That in consequence of the dishonourable violation of the said treaties 
by Brazil and Spain, this country has incurred an expenditure of many 
millions of its treasure, in addition to the large sums of money originally 
paid for them, in protracted efforts to suppress this inhuman and revolt- 
ing traffic, but hitherto without effect : 

‘¢ That your Petitioners deeply lament the passing of the Sugar Act of 
1846, by which that nefarious traffic has been greatly stimulated and 
increased ; and the consistent testimony of the country against it, unhap- 
pily, toa great extent neutralised; and that its further effect has been 
to render the overthrow of slavery in the Brazilian empire and the 
Spanish colonies more difficult of attainment than at any former 
period : 

‘‘ That, inasmuch as every treaty with a foreign power neces- 
sarily implies the means to enforce its stipulations, your Petitioners 
respectfully entreat your honourable House to agree to an 
Address to Her Majesty, requesting Her Majesty will forthwith 
give instructions to the principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, to demand of the Brazilian and Spanish Governments the 
liberation from slavery of all Africans, with their descendants, 
who have been illicitly imported into their several territories and 
colonies, contrary to the stipulations of treaties and their own 
laws ; and that, as the non-fulfilment of the treaties for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade is to be attributed to the bad faith of 
Brazil and Spain, a further demand be made on them for the 
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repayment of all monies disbursed by this country, in considera- 
tion of the said treaties, or expended in the suppression of the 
traffic in slaves, carried on by those countries, so far as it can be 
ascertained; and that, in the event of their attempting either to 
evade these demands, or to procrastinate their strict fulfilment, it 
be notified to them that their produce will be excluded from the 
British markets until such time as slavery itself shall be abolished 
by them.’’ 


In cecordance with this petition, an1 with a view of promoting 
united action in relation thereto, the Committee long since urged 
upon the friends of the anti-slavery cause in the British colonies 
to call public meetings, and to address the Queen, the Imperial 
Parliament, and the Government, upon the subject; and they have 
the satisfaction of stating that their appeal has been responded to 
with an earnestness, zeal, and unanimity of the most gratifying 
character. In this great movement Jamaica has taken the lead, 
and has been followed by Barbadoes, British Guiana, Trinidad, 
Antigua, Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and other colonies. At 
the meetings which have been held, planters and people, officials 
and non-officials, and the clergy and laity of the several denomina- 
tions, have taken part in the proceedings. The greatest harmony 
of judgment and feeling prevailed at them, and it is hoped great 
good willfollow. It is proper also to notice that several of the colonial 
legislatures and councils have addressed the Crown in the sense 
recommended, by memorials most ably drawn up. At home, the 
Secretary has devoted as much time as he could command in visit- 
ing the country; and, in addition to cities and boroughs reported 
at the last Annual Meeting, has been enabled to hold meetings at 
the following places :—viz., Dartford, Norwood, Tottenham and 
Edmonton, Ware, Hertford, Woolwich, Bury St. Edmonds, 
Writtle, Cheltenham, Gloucester, Luton, Worcester, Stroud, 
Cirencester, Malmesbury, Birmingham, Coventry, Wakefield, 
Bradford, Leeds, Huddersfield, and Halifax. At all these places 
he was well received, and petitions to both Houses of Parliament 
were adopted, and, with one or two exceptions, have been pre- 
sented. The Committee now anxiously wait the decision which the 
Government may take on this important question. 


e 


OPERATION OF THE SUGAR ACTS OF 1846 AND 1848. 


It was foreseen that the proposed alterations of the Sugar 
Duties in 1846, by which, for the first time, slave-grown sugars 
would be admitted into the British markets for home consumption, 
would have the effect of giving an enormous stimulus to the slave- 
trade. The Committee, therefore, carnestly opposed them ; but 
without effect. The soundness of the views they took was ques- 
tioned by many of their friends, but unhappily their worst auguries 
have been verified. A Parliamentary Committee, which reported 
on the increase of the slave. trade in 1849, thus records its opinion 
of the Act of 1846:—‘*The admission of slave-grown sugar to 
consumption in this country has tended, by greatly increasing the 
demand for that description of produce, so to stimulate the 
African slave-trade, as to render an effect more difficult of attain- 
ment than at any former period;”’ and this opinion has been 
amply confirmed by subsequent investigations, and by the recent 
debate in the House of Commons on Mr. Hutt’s motion. It is 
now an admitted fact, “ That the extent and activity of the 
African slave-trade, though, in some degree, affected by foreign 
interference, and at times restrained by the exertions of the 
Government of Cuba and Brazil, have been mainly governed 
by the demand for the products of slave labour in the markets of 


Europe.” To restrict the traffic, then, it is necessary to limit the 
demand. 


The following table, drawn up from the sugar returns of 1849 
and 1850, will show some striking results in support of the general 
view which the Committee have taken of this subject :— 


IMPORTS OF SUGAR INTO THR UNITED KINGDOM. 


























1844 1845 | «1846 | (1847 1848 1849 
West Indies ..| 2,453,080 | 2,857,705 | 2,152,157 | 3,202,926 | 2,797,876 | 2,844,143 
Mauritius ... 540,944 | 716.233 | 845,197 | 1,194,216 | 886,516 | 898,899 
Fast Indies... | 1,101,192 | 1,835,445 | 1,470,800 | 1,411,747 | 1,360,417 | 1,525,806 
Ceylon........ 4,793 2,866 3,480 7,557 4,236 8,309 
Singapore ... 2,638 2,367 2,133 13,077 5,721 3,348 
ee Cwts..| 4,102,658 | 4,014,616 | 4,473,767 | 5,829,523 | 5,054,266 | 5,280,510 
eign 
Counties } 816,935 | 1,128,054 | 1,288,469 | 2,463,305 | 2,051,283 | 1,068,622 
Cwts..| 4,919,593 | 6,042,670 | 5,762,296 | 8,322,928 | 7,105,499 | 7,240,132 
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QUANTITIES CF SUGAR RETAINED FOR H)ME CONSUMPTION. 











1844 1945 | M46 1947 1848 | 1849 
British Sugar: | 4,129,004 | 4,779,317 | 4,617,509 | 4,805,549 | 5,936,355 | 5,424,390 
Foreign ditto 90 77,307 | 602,780 | 974,019 | 1,225,866 | 497,704 





Cwis...| 4,130,093 | 4,856,624 | 5,220,248 | 5,779,008 | 7,162,221 | 5,922,158 











Previously to the 10th of November, 1845, all foreign sugars 
were subject to a prohibitory duty of 63s. per cwt.; but by the 
7th and 8th of Vict. cap. 28, an exception was made in favour of 
sugars grown by free labour. The duties were regulated by that 
act as follows:—British Muscovado sugars, 24s. per cwt. and 
5 per cent.; foreign free-labour sugars, 34s. per cwt. and 5 per 
cent. In 1846, another act, 9th and 10th of Vict. cap. 63, was 
passed, which admitted sugars from all countries, without distinc- 
tion of origin, to enter for home consumption on the following 
scale of duties, viz.:—British Muscovados, 17s. 6d. per ewt.; 
foreign Muscovado, 21s. per cwt., to the 5th July, 1847; British, 
17s. per cwt. ; foreign, 20s. per cwt., to 5th July, 1848; British, 
16s. 3d. per cwt.; foreign, 18s. 6d. per cwt., to 5th July, 1849; 
British, 15s. 6d. per cwt.; foreign, 17s. per cwt., to 5th July, 
1820; British, 14s. 9d. per cwt.; foreign, 15s. 6d. per cwt., to 
5th July, 1851; and thenceforward the duties on British. and 
foreign sugars of the same qualities to be equalised, viz. :—Mus- 
covados, 14s. per cwt.; white clayed sugars, 16s. 4d. per cwt. ; 
refined sugars, 18s. 8d. per cwt. It was found, however, that the 
effect of this arrangement of the duties produced two disastrous 
effects. It stimulated to an enormous extent the slave-trade, and 
greatly depreciated the agricultural prosperity of the British 
colonies. It was, therefore, found necessary to pass another act 
in 1848, (11th and 12th Vict., cap. 97,) by which the duties were 
re-arranged upon the following scale :—British Muscovados, 13s. 
per cwt.; foreign Muscovado, 18s. 6d. per cwt., to the 5th July, 
1849; British, 12s. per cwt.; foreign, 17s. per cwt., to 5th July, 
1850; British, 11s. per cwt.; foreign, 15s. 6d. per cwt., to 5th 
July, 1851; British, 10s. per cwt.; foreign, 14s. per cwt., to 5th 
July, 1852; British, 10s. per cwt.; foreign, 13s. per cwt., to 5th 
July, 1853; British, 10s. per cwt. ; foreign, 12s. per cwt., to Sth 
July, 1854; and thenceforward, the duties upon British and 
foreign sugars to be equalised :—Muscovados, 10s. per cwt.; 
white clayed, lls. 8d. per cwt.; refined, 13s. 4d. per cwt. The 
effect of the Sugar Act of 1846 was to pour a large quantity of 
foreign sugar, chiefly from Cuba and Brazil, into the British 
markets, for home consumption, as may be seen by the foregoing 
tables; but the effect of the act of 1848 was to correct this ev 1 
to a considerable extent, and thus, at once, to affurd relief to the 
distressed colonies, and to put a check on the slave traffic. These 
facts having become so palpable, the Committee would cherish 
the hope that the legislature, in view of the higher interests of 
humanity and freedom, will re-enact the prohibition of all slave- 
grown sugars, and admit those grown by free labour, come from 
whatever country they may, on equal terms with the sugars from 
the British possessions abroad. 


DISUSE OF SLAVE PRODUCE. 


As a potent auxiliary to the great anti-slavery movement, the 
Committee regard the disuse of slave-produce, as far as practi- 
cable, a measure of high importance. It not only relieves indivi- 
duals from all direct personal implication in the support of slavery, 
but holds up to the world a moral testimony against it, which 
even those who question its utility cannot but respect. If slavery — 
be a wrong which nothing but its complete abolition can cure, it 
seems to follow, conclusively, that to encourage and sustain it, by 
voluntarily participating of its productions, is to incur a portion 
of its guilt. To the Committee it appears to be a truth which 
the most subtle sophistry cannot evade, that the consumers of 
slave-produce are abettors of the means by which it is pro- 
duced, and are, consequently, among its supporters. The Com- 
mittee are aware of the practical difficulties which surround the 
question, but these difficulties are sometimes exaggerated, and, at 
all events, they believe they may be gradually overcome. They 
would, therefore, earnestly press the disuse of slave produce on 
the considerate attention of their friends, and invite such of them 
as have not yet done so, to try the experiment, and enjoy the 
satisfaction of using the produce of free labour only. 

The example set by the ladies of Birmingham and other places, 
in bringing this subject under the attention of the Queen, is 
deserving the highest commendation, Nothing could have been 
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more graceful or womanly than their address to the Sovereign ; 
and the Committee cannot but believe that the information which 
they have diffused, and the hearts which they have moved by their 
appeals, will be followed by lasting and most happy results. ‘The 
following passages from their truthful address deserve to be 
preserved :— 

‘* At this very hour, thousands of our unoffending fellow-creatures are 
being ruthlessly torn from their homes in the interior of Africa, or are 
driven in gangs to the coast, or are lying packed together in the stifling 
holds of the slave-ship, or their diseased and emaciated forms are being 
landed on the shores of Brazil and Cuba, there to be subjected to a 
thraldom the most degrading that can possibly be conceived. We 
inquire with astonishment how this has come to pass, and find that it 
arises from the utter absence of good faith on the part of the Spanish and 
Brazilian Governments, which not only wink at, but encourage, the very 
atrocities they have pledged themselves to prevent. 

“But while respectfully directing your Majesty’s attention to the 
Spaniards and Brazilians as the immediate perpetrators of the crime, we 
cannot conceal from ourselves the fact, that the Jate enormous increase 
of the slave-trade has been coincident with the increased consumption of 
slave produce in this country. The Sugar Act was passed in 1846, and 
the results are before the world; but the good and evil how fearfully 
disproportionate! There has been a plentiful supply of cheap sugar in 
the markets of this country, and an increase in the slave-trade of more 
than 30,000 victims per annum to produce it! But are we so dead to 
feeling as to desire that the homes of Africa should be ravaged to add to 
the luxuries of a British tea-table? Breathes there a woman in our land, 
who would have her own cup sweetened by throwing gall and wormwood 
into the cup of a fellow-creature ? 

‘*We are aware that it is difficult to apply a remedy to evils which 
prevail in countries beyond the jurisdiction of Great Britain; but we 
earnestly pray that every legitimate and peaceful means may be resorted 
to, on the part of your Majesty’s Government, to enforce on the Govern- 
ments of Brazil and Spain the fulfilment of their solemn engagements, 
by which they are bound not to admit another cargo of negroes to be 
landed on their shores, and to give liberty to all those slaves who have 
been unlawfully introduced. And as nothing can be more clear than that 
slavery is sustained by the purchase of its productions, we propose for 
ourselves an immediate and wide-spread abstinence from the slave pro- 
ductions of Cuba and Brazil ; and in this we venture to hope for the high 
sanction of your Majesty’s example, and that you will be graciously 
pleased to exclude these productions from the royal household. 

** If, as was estimated by Clarkson, previous to the relinquishment of the 
slave-trade by this country, 300,000 individuals had voluntarily abandoned 
the use of sugar, surely it is not too much to expect of us as a nation, at 
the present day, that we should discriminate between the blood-stained 
produce of slavery, and the free-grown sugar of your Majesty’s East and 
West Indies, or of other countries where slavery does not exist. The 
moral influence of such a protest would be incalculable, and we should 
thus absolve our consciences from the guilt of further participation in the 
gain of oppression. It is true that this principle applies also to the slave- 
grown cotton of the United States; the source of untold suffering to the 
bondsmen of that country. Permit us, then, to entreat your Majesty 
to give such encouragement to the cultivation of free-grown cotton in 
British India and elsewhere, as shall speedily increase the supply, and 
enable it to supplant the slave-grown article. We would also respectfully 
solicit the patronage of your Majesty for those manufacturers who are 
now introducing free goods into the British market. 

** In conclusion, we ardently desire that your Majesty’s reign may be 
signalised by the annihilation of this stupendous crime. Our sable 
brother lies trampled in the dust, and it cannot be that the women of 
England would knowingly add to his sufferings, or even pass him by on 
the other side. If your Majesty would graciously listen to our voice, 
and assist us to act the part of the good Samaritan, the happy consum- 
mation for which we pray may yet be realised; and the blessing of him 
that was ready to perish may mingle with the affectionate congratulations 
of your Majesty’s loyal and devoted subjects.”’ 


The address to the Queen was signed by 59,688 women of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and was presented to her Majesty in March 
last, and was graciously received. The official acknowledgment, 
addressed to Sir George Grey, was couched in the following 
terms :— 

‘¢ Buckingham Palace, March 18th, 1850. 

‘‘My pear Sir GeorGr,—I have not failed to lay before her Majesty 
the address which you forwarded to me to-day, and which her Majesty 
still has in her possession. "When it is returned to me I will forward it 


to the Home Office. You well know that it is a subject in which the- 


Queen takes a strong interest. 
‘‘T have, &c, 
“C. B. Purprs.”’ 
The Committee have been informed that the Queen has retained 
the petition at the Palace. 





CULTIVATION OF COTTON IN INDIA, &C, 


It may not be amiss to state that the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce has been directing its attention, for some time past, to 
the increased growth of cotton wool in British India, the West 
Indies, Port Natal, and Australia. At its last meeting, held in 
January last, it adopted the following important resolutions, in the 
objects and recommendations of which the Committee heartily 
concur :—— 

“That the fact of the continued dependence of the great industry of 
this district for the supply of its raw material mainly from a single 
source, calls for the serious consideration of all who are interested in the 
security and prosperity of the cotton trade. 

‘*That notwithstanding the many proofs that the climate and soil of 
large portions of British India are well suited to the growth of cotton, 
and the many and costly experiments made by the East India Company 
to promote its growth within the territories subjected to their rule, this 
Chamber is reluctantly compelled to believe that up to this time no 
sensible progress has been made towards procuring for the manufacturers 
of the United Kingdom a supply of cotton the produce of British India, 
and that proof is altogether wanting to show that the efforts hitherto 
made by the East India Company have resulted in any increase in the 
production of cotton in India. 

‘‘That this Chamber is led to believe that the economical condition 
of many parts of India is unfavourable to the extension and permanence 
of that industry, without which large and steady exports of cotton to 
this country cannot reasonably be looked for, and that it is essential to 
the security and well-being both of India and of the cotton trade of 
England, that a searching investigation be instituted into the causes 
which have so long baffled the efforts which have been made to stimulate 
the growth of cotton in India. 

‘* That this Chamber, contemplating the early expiration of the East 
India Company’s charter, is of opinion that a special commission of 
inquiry should be sent forthwith to India, to examine into the condition 
of the country, especially within the presidencies of Bombay and Madras, 
with a view to ascertain what are the obstacles to the growth of cotton, 
and to the extension and permanence of a profitable industry in the culti- 
vation of the soil; and the Chamber is also of opinion that the report of 
such a commission would furnish invaluable information to the legislature 
and the public, before the consideration of the future government of 
India is again brought before Parliament. 

‘¢ That the directors of the Chamber be requested to prepare a petition 
for presentation to the House of Commons, and a memorial to Lord Johy, 
Russell, urging the appointment of such a commission of inquiry, and to 
take such steps as to them may seem desirable to obtain the co-operation 
of all parties concerned in the cotton trade, in the promotion of this 
important object.”’ 


In accordance with the fourth resolution, Mr. Bright has given 
notice of a motion to the following effect :—viz., ‘That an hum- 
ble address be presented to her Majesty, praying her Majesty to 
appoint a commission to proceed to India, to inquire into the 
obstacles which prevent an increased growth of cotton in that 
country, and to report upon any circumstances which may affect 
the economical and industrial condition of the native population, 
being cultivators of the soil within the presidencies of Bombay and 
Madras.” 


Such a commission of inquiry the Committee believe to be 
needed. Its labours, if carried on. with intelligence and good 
faith, would settle many vexed questions, and prove of inestimable 
benefit to the native population, and to the cause of freedom 
throughout the world. 


MR. HUTT’S MOTION FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE AFRICAN 
SQUADRON. 


The Committee sympathised in the object of Mr. Hutt’s motion, 
brought under the attention of the House of Commons on the 19th 
of March last, but not in the means by which he sought to accom- 
plish it. To prevent all mistake as to the views really entertained 
by the Committee in relation to it, they addressed a circular to the 
members of the House, in which, among other things, they 
expressed themselves ‘entirely opposed to any measure which 
should, either directly or indirectly, release Brazil and Spain from 
the obligations they have contracted to this country, under treaties, 
for the complete suppression of the slave-trade, and the liberation 
from slavery of all Africans, with their descendants, who have been 
illicitly imported into their territories and colonies respectively, or 
who may be hereafter imported in violation of existing engage- 
ments.” According to the lowest computation, the number of 
Africans introduced into the Spanish colonies, contrary to treaty, is 
753,000, and into Brazil, since it became independent of Portugal, 
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849,000. Every survivor of this vast multitude is entitled, on 
grounds of international and municipal law, as well as of justice 
and humanity, to freedom. That freedom the Committee have 
asserted, and will continue to assert for them, so long as the means 
and opportunity of so doing may be afforded them. 

The debate on Mr. Hutt’s motion was a remarkable one; and it 
is clear that had not the question been made a Cabinet one, it would 
have been carried in the affirmative. As it was, however, the 
division showed for the motion, 154; against it, 232; majority, 78. 
Under the circumstances of the case, the Committee cannot regret 
this decision, however much they may disapprove of the means by 
which it was obtained. Had Mr, Hutt produced an efficient sub- 
stitute for the squadron, or had he consented to leave the treaties 
with Spain and Brazil untouched, the Committee would have 
supported his motion; but its practical effect, if carried in the 
form proposed, would have been to discharge those powers from 
all obligations to perform their duty to this country, or to the 
Africans they now, unrighteously, permit to be held in bondage. 
Such having been its character, the Committee could not give it 


their support. 


IMMIGRATION INTO THE BRITISH COLONIES. 

The views entertained by the Committee on the subject of the 
immigration of foreign labourers into the British colonies at the 
public expense, have received striking corroboration of their sound- 
ness, during the last few years. But it is difficult to retrace a 
false step, and somewhat humiliating to quit a false position. The 
Government, therefore, instead of manfully putting an end to 
it, is engaged in the hopeless task of maintaining it by im- 
proper expedients. The consequence is, that the larger the 
number of immigrants introduced into any colony, the larger is the 
number required to replace them as they die off, or return to their 
own countries at the expiration of their periods of service. Nor is 
this all, for Government finds itself in the predicament of being 
obliged to supply the loss of the Creole labourers, who have been 
driven from the estates by the cheaper labour (considered apart 
from the expenses attendant on its introduction) of the immigrants. 
We have a striking example of this in the two colonies of Mauritius 
and British Guiana, into which the largest number of immigrants 
have been imported. The whole population of Mauritius, in 1846, 
was 161,089, of which 55,479 were classed as ‘‘ general popula- 
tion; ”’ 49,365 as emancipated slaves ; and 56,245 as Indians. Of 
the emancipated slaves, not more than 486 were then engaged in the 
cultivation of sugar, and of this small number more than one-half 
They bad been displaced by Indians, | 
Of the Indians, 41,692 were employed on sugar estates, The | 
Indian immigration requires to be renewed every five years. How | 
costly a system this must have been to the colony, however pro- | 
fitable it may have proved to particular planters, may be easily | 
conceived. In British Guiana the same process is going on. In | 
1841, the Creole population of the colony was returned as 71,112. | 
Since that period, upwards of 40,000 immigrants have been imported, | 
and we find by returns made up, with great care, to the end of 1848, | 
that only 20,099 of the Creole population remain on the estates, of | 
whom 14,297 are employed in cultivation. Of the immigrants, | 
19,122 were on the estates, and of these only 14,274, out of the 
40,000 introduced, were engaged in cultivation. So much for the | 
benefits to be derived from an immigration conducted at the public 
expense. | 

From returns recently laid before the House of Commons it | 
appears that the number of immigrants imported into the several 





were occupied as clerks. 





colonies, from 1834 to 1849, inclusive, as far as known, was as 
follows :—— 
Bamneles ci ccscsvcccectssccccceccsese AOD 
Trinidad ....... o beaten ss sesees . 23,634 
British Guiana ....0..se006 ceee 46,625 
Bb. LMI cs cvcvecccsccscecssces ‘ 743 
Ob, Vineethis gs < 60 beca es ceteaeeese 1,197 
Grenade oi vicsvicsoscsseee eden 1,476 
Fi POR PEPOTET EPC HT TT TT eT TTT 1,075 
OE IR nn.ns 45 02 tones Sa nbshenens 100 | 
SPP er rT eer rer er errr rr Toe 427 
BIGGMMIOR 66 ss 0060 04608 ens COd one eens 808 
MaOrNIGs occ cc ccdecanacess (o0ese eo lO 
ae mee ee | 
198,032 | 


These returns are incomplete for the year 1849 ; and we observe, | 
on analysing the Mauritius return, that it omits 1,665 immigrants | 


imported into that island between 1839 and 1842. This will bring 
up the amount to nearly 200,000, independently of those who have 
gone to the colonies on their own account, or have been introduced 
at the private cost of others. It cannot, therefore, be said that the 
cry of the planters for immigrants has been disregarded, though, in 
the judgment of the Committee, it would have been better for the © 
colonies if it had. 

The number of Coolies introduced into the colonies of Mauritius, 
British Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica, up to the close of 1849, 
was 128,000; of Africans, 22,085; and of Portuguese, 19,209. 
The cost of immigration, for the eleven years ending 1848, +o 
Jamaica, was £180,252; to Trinidad, £155,020; and to British 
Guiana, during the eight years ending with 1848, was £360,685. 
But these sums do not represent the whole of the outlay incurred 
by immigration. Hospitals have had to be erected, the police 
increased, and various functionaries appointed to superintend it. 
And these burthens have had to be borne, in great part, by the 
emancipated classes, whose interests have been seriously compro- 
mised thereby. The Committee cannot see the justice of this. 

Another feature connected with this immigration deserves to be 
marked and reprobated, namely, the disparity of the sexes which 
has always characterised it. Out of 74,359 immigrants imported 
into Mauritius, 61,041 were males, 8,914 females, and 4,404 
children. The same proportions will, probably, be found to cha- 
racterise the importations of Coolies into Jamaica, Guiana, and 
Trinidad. This disregard to one of the first conditions of a healthy 
immigration has been attended with the most shocking results. 


In relation to the mortality among the immigrants, the returns 
are extremely defective; yet, such as they are, they present a 
frightful picture of human suffering and death. The Committee 
cull out the following facts from the official papers. According to 
the statement of the Protector of Immigrants in Mauritius, there 
were imported into that island, from the 15th of January, 1842, 
to the end of October, 1848, 72,925 labourers ; of whom, 1,341 died 
on the passage from India to the colony ; 304 in the colony hospital, 
after landing ; and 6,819 after entering service; in all, 8,469. Not 
having a similar return from British Guiana, the Committee can 
only state the melancholy fact that, during the two years 1847 and 
1848, the number of deaths is reported as follows :—Africans, 369 ; 
Portuguese, 1,749; Coolies, 1,160; in all, 3,278; whereas the 
births returned for the same period were only—Africans, 15; Por- 
tuguese, 37; Coolies, 8; in all, 60. Such figures as these reveal 
a frightful state of things. The number of immigrants returned as 
alive at the close of 1848, was 19,122, of whom 5,739 were Africans, 
5,083 Portuguese, and 8,300 Coolies.—Par. Pap., No. 280, 1849, 
p- 860. Blue Book (Colonial), 1849, pp. 253 and 255. 

During the conflict which existed between the Court of Policy 
and the Government, relative to the Civil List and the general 
reduction of salaries, immigration at the public expense was sus- 


| pended by orders of Lord Grey, but that body having yielded to 


his lordship, the question has again been taken up, and it is now 
proposed to import an additional 10,000 Coolies; but, as the resources 
of the colony are completely exhausted, it is understood that his lord- 
ship has consented to borrow from the British Treasury £250,000, 


to enable them to effect that object, and to complete the Demerara 


railway, a private speculation, in which Governor Barkly and the 
leading men of the colony are personally interested. It is also 
proposed that new restrictions shall be placed on the immigrants of 
a nature which will seriously compromise their personal liberty, 
and take from them the power of promoting their personal inte- 
rests. Such being the case, the Committee have felt it to be 
their duty to memoralise the Government against any further 
immigration into Guiana, at the public expense. In that me- 
morial, after a general statement of the facts of the case, the 


| Committee observe :—— 


. 

““To say, in defence of the system, that particular individuals or 
estates have derived an advantage from the labour of these immigrants, 
or that, without them, the colony would have exported less sugar, is to 
use an argument which might find currency in Brazil and Cuba, where 
human life is of little value, but can never prevail with humane and 
Christian men, who hold human life to be sacred, and who dare not do 
evil that good may come, nor violate the first principles of morality, that 
the fortunes of certain planters and merchants may be secured. Taking 
the lowest and most sordid view of this subject, it is now clear, that con- 
sidered as a question of economy, and the supply of a useful body of 


| labourers, such schemes of immigration cannot on any ground be justi- 


fied. From first to last, they have been conducted on false principles ; 
have proved costly in the highest degree to the communities who have 
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suffered, or rather have been compelled to suffer them ; and should they 
be persevered in, will crush out the energies of the colonies, and render 
more complete than ever, the ruin of all classes of their inhabitants. 

“The Committee dwe)]l not on the moral degradation into which a 
community, such as that which exists in British Guiana, must necessarily 
be plunged, by pouring in upon it hordes of sensual and idolatrous Hin- 
doos, and barbarous Africans. It cannot be admitted, my lord, for one 
moment, that the Government has the right, though it may exercise the 
power, of thus dealing with any community; neither will they dwell 
upon the wrongs which these schemes of immigration have inflicted upon 
the emancipated classes: they were entitled, on every principle of justice 
and fair dealing, to be left at liberty, so far as the Government was con- 
cerned, to make the best terms with their employers; but to be tuxed, 
without their consent, for purposes into which their interests did not 
enter, and of which they formed no part—to be taxed for the benefit of 
their employers, that they might reduce their wages to the min mum 
point,—to a point so low that, in order to maintain their independence 
and to sustain themselves, they have been compelled, the best and most 
thrifty of them, to leave the estates, and seek subsistence elsewhere — was 
not just, and, in the opinion of the Committee, ought not to have been 
done.”’ 


And, in conclusion, they add :— 


‘‘ The Committee feel it to be their duty to press this subject the more 
earnestly on your lordship’s attention, from the fact now openly avowed 
in the colony by its leading men, that henceforth it is intended to look to 
the British Treasury for the supply of the means for carrying into effect 
a new and gigantic scheme of immigration, ‘ under proper regulations ;’ 
which means, in the judgment of the Committee, that the people of this 
country are to advance the necessary funds for the importation of an 
unlimited number of immigrants, and that the Government should 
sanction their being placed in a state of modified slavery. In proof of 
this, the Committee need only refer your lordship to the Report on 
Immigration, laid before the Combined Court on the 22nd of January 
last, by Messrs. Croal and Vander Gon Netscher, two of its members, 
in which provisions of the most servile character are unblushingly 
recommended for the adoption of that Court ; and to the proceedings of 
a public meeting of planters and merchants held in George Town, on the 
3lst of January, presided over by the Hon. Peter Rose, assisted by the 
leading members of the Court of Policy. Should the doctrines laid 
down in the Report, and defended in the public meeting, be sanctioned, 
the freedom of the immigrants will exist only in name, and they will be 
as completely enslaved, for a specified period of time, as were the negro 
population under the old slave ordinances, whilst a larger amount of 
labour will be exacted from them than could be legally required from the 
negroes under those ordinances.”’ 

Most earnestly do the Committee wish that the House of Com- 
mons may reject every proposition for the advance of the public 
money for such a purpose; but they greatly fear that, either from 
want of interest in the subject, or from want of information, such a 
proposition may mect with acceptance. 


COLONIAL LEGISLATION. 
The Committee are extremely pleased to be enabled to report 


that the pro-slavery ordinance of Trinidad, against which the | 
Committee so earnestly protested in their memorial to Lord Grey, | 
last year, has not been allowed, substantially on the grounds | 


they alleged in opposition to its enactment. In his despatch to 
Lord Harris, the Governor of Trinidad, dated 28th of April, 1848, 
Lord Grey says,— 


‘* The objection which I take to the ordinance before me is, that the | 


labour which it is proposed to obtain under its provisions would not be 
free labour, and that the condition of the immigrants would be neither 
more nor less than slavery in a mitigated form, and for a limited 
period. . . . - 


‘* Under the regulations of this ordinance it is obvious that, except the 
dread of punishment, the immigrants will have no motive to labour ; they 
are to be bound for five years, whether they like it or not, to a master, 
who for the first year is to give them only food, clothing, medical attend- 
ance, &c. ; in the subsequent years, only such a rate of wages as may be 
assigned to them at the discretion of the Governor, with whom it must 
be supposed that it will rest to determine what ‘full wages’ are. The 
rate will net in any degree depend on the skill. and intelligence of the 
labourers, since it is impossible that these can, in each individual case, 
be estimated by the magistrate; and, by section 23 of the ordinance, a 
penalty is imposed upon any person attempting to entice away a contract 
labourer, and offering higher wages would, of course, come under the 
description of offence. . . . . 

‘* Thus the framers of the ordinance have manifestly relied upon the 
three penal clauses,-12, 13, and 14, and upon nothing else, as far as I 
can perceive, to enforce the industry of the immigrants. A various and 
multiplied experience proves, as I have said, the inefficiency of penal enact- 
ments to produce even mere labour in adequate amount, not to say active 


and intelligent industry. And if a profitable amount of mechanical 
labour weze to be produced, it would be, probably, in very many cages, 
by blows and threats, and such other means, not contemplated in the 
ordinance, as might be brought to bear upon persons in a state of qualified 
bondage and helpless ignorance, notwithstanding any vigilance of the 
authorities charged with their protection. Even under a very different 
and apparently unobjectionable law, cases have recently occurred in 
Jamaica, in which it has been discovered that the labour of immigrants 
had been habitually stimulated by whip in the hand both of the employer 
and the overseer. I trust that there have been very few such cases, and 
that the punishment which has been inflicted by the courts of law in that 
island, on those who have been proved to have been guilty of this abuse, 
will prevent its repetition; but the fact that even an isolated instance of 
this kind should have already occurred, affords the strongest proof how 
almost inevitable is the tendency to make use of terror, in some form or 
other, for the purpose of stimulating to exertion those who are placed 
under an obligation to labour, and are not at the same time impelled to 
industry by the advantage they derive from it. 

‘It is clearly, therefore, not on such means of enforcing industry as 
are contemplated by this ordinance, that we must found our hopes of ren- 
dering the employers of the liberated Africans in Trinidad capable of 
competing successfully with the planters of Cuba or Brazil, who rely 
upon slave labour. If such means were resorted to, we should not have 
the advantages either of the system of free labour, or of slave labour. 
The energies and intelligence of the labourer placed under such regula- 
tions would not be called forth by the hope of direct benefit to himself, 
nor would his exertions be stimulated by that stringent application of the 
fear of punishment, without which forced labour can never be made 
effective. If her Majesty’s Government could feel themselves justified in 
assenting to the establishment of a system so little consistent with the 
principle of free labour, the control of Parliament would infallibly be 
exercised to reverse their policy when its effects became apparent, as, in 
no long time, they could not fail to do.’’ 


Notwithstanding the enlightened opinions here expressed, the 
Committee feel it to be their duty to watch, with the greatest vigi- 
lance, every law or ordinance affecting the rights of the labouring 
population in the colonies, whether native or immigrant, and to 
hold them up to public reprobation, whenever they may de- 
serve it. 

THE EMANCIPATED CLASSES—JAMAICA, 


In the papers which are annually laid before Parliament re- 
specting the British colonies, the Committee do not tind much 
relating to the condition and prospects of the emancipated classes. 
There is, however, a great deal to be found about contract, vagrant, 
immigration, and trespass laws, the best mode of making the taxcs 
to bear on the labouring population, and inuch refined speculation 
on the means to be employed for coercing labour, so that it may be 
veiled under the forms of freedom; but very little that relates to 
the rights and solid improvement of the people. The grand idea, 
everywhere present, is that the negro race were created to make 
sugar for the profit of planters, and the increase of the exchequer 
of the mother country. Occasionally, however, we get glimpses 
of the people, and it is pleasing to observe that, whatever discou- 
ragements they meet with, they are able, upon the whole, to 
take care of themselves, and exhibit the elements of a useful 
and generous character. 

In the Reports for 1848, relating to the past and present state of 
the colonies, we find incidental notices which throw some light on 
the conduct and condition of the people. Two extracts from 
despatches of Sir Charles Grey, Governor of Jamaica, will be read 
with interest. The negroes had been charged with disaffection and 
conspiracy, but a rigid inquiry having been instituted into the facts 
of the case, it was proved that certain indiscreet persons had 
threatened the annexation of the island to the United States, and 
the res‘oration ofslavery. This threat, coupled with the fact, ‘‘that, 
in a good many instances, the payment of wages they had earned 
had latterly been very irregularly paid, or not at ull,”? created some 
commotion among them; and, as in former times, this was mag- 
nificd into rebellion. Inquiry, however, soon set matters right, 
and the Governor bore the following testimony to the people :— 


. **T am extremely anxious that your lordship should have the fullest 
information, ani an opportunity of taking, as it were, the closest view of 
these matters, because I think it is not unlikely occasions will recur of 
imputed and alleged insubordination on the part of the negro population ; 
and whilst on the one hand I am perfectly certain that there is no dis- 
affection to the Government amongst them, and I entertain confident 
expectations that if they are treated with thorough fairness and complete 
justice, they will make an admirable peasantry, I have also a strong 
persuasion that measures of violence, of intimidation, of distrust, of 
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indirect oppression. or delusive injury, would lead to fatal and destructive 
consequences.’’~Reports, p. 48. 

Another alarm having been raised, and another inquiry having 
been instituted with similar results, Sir Charles Grey writes to the 
Colonial Office as follows :— 

‘‘It affords me great satisfaction to be able to say, that although the 
commanding officers and the staff of her Majesty’s forces in this island 
feel very sensibly the scantiness of the garrison, and that, in case of war, 
it would be insufficient in numbers to guard against foreign attack, there 


is nothing in the disposition of the negro, or of the coloured population, | 


which would justify me in representing that more troops are required for 
the purpose of keeping them in order. Notwithstanding that by this 
packet I send your lordship some account of another alarm, occasioned 
by a resistance to the collection of a parochial assessment, in which there 
was an actual assault on a party of the police, the negroes appear to me 
to be generally as free from rebellious tendencies, turbulent feelings, and 
malicious thoughts, as any race of labourers I ever saw or heard of. 
My impression is, indeed, that under a system of perfectly fair dealing, 
and of real justice, they will come to be an admirable peasantry and 
yeomanry ; able-bodied, industrious, and hard-working, frank and well- 
disposed. But they are quick in perceiving the tendency of measures 
indirectly affecting their interests, and irritable and liable to be rendered 


wild and desperate by terror or fury. My chief aim would always be to } 


give them no reason for complaint, fear, or distrust.’’—Jbid. p. 70. 


It is due to the people to say, that the alleged assault on the 
police was purely in self-defence, and was occasioned by the violent 
and illegal proceedings of that body. 

Tn relation to the population of Jamaica generally, we have the 
following remarks. According to the census of 1844,— 

‘¢The negroes were supposed to be more than 291,000; the mixed or 
coloured class above 68,000, and the Europeans and persons of unmixed 
European descent only between 15,000 and 16,000. Both the negro 
and the mixed race are certainly increasing. Some thousands of East 
Indian and African immigrants have been added since 1844; and it may 
be safely stated that the entire population now considerably exceeds 
400,000. The hamlets, villages, and towns, as they are called, of the 
negroes, which have sprung up in the interior and amongst the mountains, 
and in which they live in great physical comfort, are a remarkable and 
interesting feature in the state of the island.’’—P, 97. 

In reference to education, the Governor says, ‘The present 
moment (April, 184),) is unfavourable to the cause, but I have 
sanguine hopes that ere long Jamaica will be distinguished amongst 
the people of the western world for her colleges, her schools, and 
her elementary institutions. There is a general impression and 
sense both of the present want, and the future advantage to be 
derived from systematic and universal education.””—Jbid. p. 98. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The most recent estimate of the population in British Guiana 
amounts to 122,215. Of these, it would appear that 44,443 reside 
in the free villages. These are almost exclusively composed of the 
emancipated classes. The number of freeholds which they have 
purchased since their complete emancipation, in 1838, is 446, and 
the number of houses they have erected is stated to be 10,541. It 
thas appears that the number of persons to each house averages 
about four. The returns further show that 20,099 Creoles yet 
reside on the estates. In consequence of the forced reduction in 
wages, the weight of taxation imposed upon them, and the irregu- 
larity in the payment of wages, consequent upon the inability of 
many of the planters to meet their obligations, the condition of the 
labourers is not so prosperous as formerly ; and it is to be feared 
that many of them have already gone beyond the range of Govern- 
ment inspection and control, and that others will follow the 
example. Of those, however, who reside in districts where the 
planters are in a condition to meet their obligations, the following 
extract, from the Report of one of the stipendiary magistrates, 
may be taken as a fuir description of the people :— 

‘‘ On the general condition of the labouring population of the district, 
little can be added to my former Report; commonly they are quiet, 
peaceable, and industrious. Crime of a serious nature is not on the 


increase among them ; there is no squatting. As in most other parts of | 


the colony, there exists an indisposition among parents to educate their 
children, arising from their ignorance of the benefits of instruction, and 
consequent unwillingness to pay for a future advantage of which they 
themselves cannot partake.”’—-Par. Pap., No. 297, 1849, Appendiz, 
p. 323. 


BARBADOES. 


average number of persons to each square mile would be 830. 
‘‘ With so dense a population,” the Governor says, “ it has been for- 
tunate that the old system, under which the island depended for 
subsistence on imported provisions, has been abandoned, and that 
the industry of the country has been directed to the raising of sup- 
plies on plantations—a system of husbandry which has also intro- 
duced a useful rotation of crops.” The following extracts from the 
Reports will show the general state of the people in Barbadoes, 
and the great room there is for improving their condition :— 


‘‘The condition of the yeomanry who cultivate the sugar-cane, with 
other produce, stimulates the ambition of the peasantry, who, since 
emancipation, are eager to establish their independence in the possession 
of land. If they could obtain leases of their holdings, it is probable 
that they would be content to occupy on this tenure, but as they are not 
encouraged to do so, they make great sacrifices to acquire the means of 
purchase. There being but little diversity of employment, the men and 
women, with their children, when old enough, engage in field-labour. 
Holding their allotments on so precarious a tenure, the wooden tenements 
which they inhabit exhibit no appearance of neatness and comfort, and 
the women who are thus engaged in external occupations have but little 
time for domestic employment, or to attend to their children, who are too 
young to be taken out to work. These habits have also proved a dis- 
couragement to marriage; and, however to be commended for their 
industry, and in general for their peaceable conduct, the moral condition 
of the peasantry of Barbadoes is unfavourably contrasted with that of 
Antigua. In that island, the early attention to education prepared the 
people for that complete emancipation which in 1834 led to the establish- 
ment of free villages, and to those relations between employer and 
labourer which have proved alike conducive to the welfare of both. .. . 

‘*¢ Some attempts, however, were made to improve the comforts of the 
peasantry, by the erection of substantial cottages on estates, but as these 
were not obtainable on a permanent tenure, the labourers have generally 
preferred to occupy their own fragile tenements, which they could carry 
with them, in removing from one plantation to another. This unsettled. 
condition of the labourers may, in a material degree, also be traced to the 
baneful influence of the system of apprenticeship, which marred the 
salutary effects of emancipation from 1834 to 1838, and from which the 
labourers in Antigua were happily exempted. . . . 

‘¢ From the large population of Barbadoes, extra labour may at certain 
seasons be also obtained, but the demand of higher rent for their holdings, 
which is frequently demanded when the labourers work off the estate 
where they reside, gives to them an equitable claim for constant employ- 
ment. The disposition to check the natural distribution of labour has 
thus been more or less unfavourable to the progress of industry and eco- 
nomical management in these islands, interfering as it has, in some cases, 
| with associations for the performance of task-work ; and in others, with 
some useful branches of general industry.’’—Jbid. p. 164. 


ANTIGUA. . $i 


The latest census of the population of Antigua was taken in 
1844, and gave an aggregate of 36,178 inhabitants. Although no 
epidemic or unusual mortality has occurred since that period, it is 
feared that the increase of the population has not reached the 
ordinary ratio. This is attributed to the immorality which yet 
prevails among the emancipated race. 

The Sugar Act of 1846, and the fearful hurricane which visited 
the Leeward Islands in 1848, have greatly checked cultivation, and 
created much despondency. Governor Higginson, however, refers 
to the present prospects (April, 1849) in hopeful terms. He 
says :— 

‘* Amid the gloom by which the horizon is still obscured, despondency 
will more or less prevail; but rays of hope are discernible, both at home 
and abroad, which should incite the advocates of freedom throughout the 
world to persevere in the righteous cause in which they are engaged; and 
a determination on the part of the employers of free labour, to resolutely 
resist and manfully combat the difficulties opposed to them, will contribute 
largely to their own success, and to the consummation of that glorious 
work when the whole race of man shall be redeemed from the foul curse 
of slavery. . 

‘‘ In addition to other losses and trials to which the Leeward Islands 
have been exposed, much private property, belonging to both proprietors 
and labourers, was destroyed by the disastrous hurricane which swept over 
| them in August last; by all ranks of the sufferers the visitation was borne 
| with patient resignation, and great energy and alacrity were displayed 
| by the lower orders in repairing the damages sustained by the calamity. 

Some of the residents of detached villages, who were unable to re-occupy 
| their shattered dwellings, found accommodation on the estates to which 
| they were formerly attached, whither others also have returned to contract- 
| labour since the general reduction of wages. 





| 


The estimated population of Barbadoes, in 1848, was 137,741. | —«« Peace and order continue to reign uninterrupted throughout the land. 
The area of the island being estimated at 166 square miles, the | Cheap food is abundant, and the means of earning it readily obtained. 
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A spirit of harmony and kindly feeling towards each other pervades all 
classes. And the relations subsisting between labourers and their 
employers having become better understood, former dissensions have 
disappeared, and complaints from either party are very rarely preferred. 
These estimable blessings must essentially conduce to the happiness, con- 
tentment, and welfare of the people upon whom they have been gra- 
ciously bestowed ; and although they could not avert the distress to which 
so many have been subjected, they may mitigate their sufferings, and they 
certainly afford cause of thankfulness and gratulation both to the governed 
and to their rulers.”’—Jbid. p. 220. 
ST. LUCIA. 


The population of the island of St. Lucia is returned at 23,045 
souls. With the exception of, perhaps, some 5000 or 6000 persons, 
residing in the towns, the whole population may be said to culti- 
vate the soil in esculents for their own use, and for sale in the 
towns and villages. About four fifths of the population are more 
or less occupied on the plantations. ‘‘ The quantity of land returned 
under careful cultivation, in 1847, was 3,937 acres, yielding 4,693 
tons, Or an average of about 24 cwt. per acre; and, in 1848, 3,992 
acres, yielding 2,916 tons, or an average of about 15 cwt. per acre, 
an amount which sufficiently demonstrates the fluctuating nature 
of the returns, and the consequently speculative character of sugar 
production.”” With respect to the labouring class, the following 
testimony of the Governor places them in a favourable point of 
view :— 

“The labourers certainly have evinced a very considerable degree of 
commendable moderation and patience under the adversity of non-pay- 
ment and reduction of their daily wages; yet it cannot be denied that, 
in many instances, the diminution of wages, which in some cases has been 
even to the extent of one-half former rates, has been received with much 
dissatisfaction, and consequent interruption or total suspension of estates’ 
work. It may be truly said, however, that were the employers more 
exact and punctual in making weekly or bimonthly payments of wages 
and the week system or payments in kind totally abandoned, there would 
be infinitely less reluctance on the part of the labourers to accept a reduc- 
tion of wages, which commercial difficulties have rendered imperative on 
the part of the planter.””—Jbid. pp. 200, 203, 214. 

ST. KIIT’S. 


With respect to St. Kitt’s, it appears from the returns made by 
the Lieut.-governor that the condition of the island has not dete- 
riorated within the last year (1848,) though it is still suffering 
from the crushing shock which has been sustained by all interests. 
In reference to the emancipated class, the Governor of the 
Leeward Islands writes as follows :— 

‘‘The Lieutenant-governor adverts, in terms of well-merited com- 
mendation, to the conduct of the emancipated labourers, in so readily and 
peacefully submitting to the large reduction of wages which the great 
depreciation of produce in the home markets rendered indispensable to 
the, profitable cultivation of estates: the same remark is applicable to all 
the islands comprising this general government; and it would, I appre- 
hend, be difficult to adduce, on the part of the working classes in other 
countries, instances of more unexceptionable conduct, under like cir- 
cumstanees of privation, and exposed to similar temptation.’’—Jbid. 
p- 222. 

‘The Governor also pays the following well-deserved compliment 
to the ministers of the different religious denominations in the 
island :— ; 

‘‘ The meritorious exertions of the ministers of the Gospel of all per- 
suasions, but especially of the United Brethren, who have so long and so 
unremittingly laboured for the religious and moral amelioration of the 
negro population, have materially contributed to produce this gratifying 
result, not less singular than beneficial to both employers and employed ; 
and I readily embrace this opportunity of bearing testimony to the 
valuable services which they have rendered, and which cannot fail to be 
highly appreciated by every one who is interested in the welfare and hap- 
piness of the emancipated race.’’—Ivid. p. 123. 


The population of St. Kitt’s, in 1844, was estimated at 23,177. 
MONTSERRAT. 


The condition of Montserrat, though it is said not to have 
retrograded during the year 1848, is nevertheless exposed to 
manifold difficulties and embarrassments. The proprietors of 
estates in the island, with very few exceptions, ‘‘ have neither 
capital to carry on profitable cultivation, nor credit sufficient to 
obtain advances from home for that purpose.’”? Though the ordi- 
nary price of labour is not more than twopence and five-eighths 
of a penny per diem, yet there are long arrears of wages due to 
them. The Governor,’ in dwelling on these facts, sees no other 





hands than those of its present owners.” The population of the 
island is about 8,000.—Jbid. pp. 224—227. 


THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


The Virgin Islands appear to be suffering much depression, 
arising out of the measures of the Home Government. The fol- 
lowing extract from the Governor’s Report conveys the most 
recent information respecting the people. He says :— 


‘* Whilst deeply lamenting the extreme severity of the prevailing 
pressure upon the agricultural interests, and the proportionate difficulty 
experienced by proprietors in obtaining the means of carrying on the 
cultivation of estates, and of paying for the wages of the labour required 
for that purpose, which is neither scarce, nor the cost high, it is con- 
solatory to believe that the mass of the people are not exposed to unusual 
suffering, as they are enabled with the produce of their provision grounds, 
and of their stock, for the raising of which the Virgin Islands offer great 
facilities, to adequately satisfy their necessities, although the want of 
money wages may compel them to abandon some of the comforts and 
enjoyments of life, which were accessible to them, when their pecuniary 
resources were less contracted. But looking to the future, and to the 
momentous issues staked upon the righteous measure of emancipation, 
it seems undeniable that the moral and social elevation of the negro race, 
and the ultimate position which they may be destined to occupy, must 
materially depend upon the successful operations of agriculture and com- 
merce, and upon the extent of the encouragement afforded to the invest- 
ment of British capital in the staple products of the colony ; and that it 
may therefore be alleged, with equal truth, that the permanent prosperity 
of all classes is in a great measure identified with that of the owners of 
the soil.’’—Jbid. p. 238. 

NEVIS. 


The only interesting information from Nevis will be found in the 
following extracts of the President’s Report, viz. :— 


‘The depression which has affected the state of trade, and the very 
perceptible though gradual deterioration, both in quality and extent, 
which has for some time characterised agricultural operations, have both 
increased during the past year; and the produce of the soil, which is now 
in course of being submitted to manufacture, will fail, I fear, to satisfy 
the expectations of the planter, from the absence chiefly of the means of 
providing for the necessary cultivation of estates during that period of the 
year when the cane requires such aid to bring it to maturity in a healthy 
and profitable state. The ordinary price of labour continues to be low ; 
so low indeed as to furnish no more than a reasonable recompence for the 
exercise of labour. The conduct of the labouring population is orderly 
and peaceable ; they are as a class in the enjoyment of comparative pros- 
perity ; for although they can only in very few instances avail themselves 
of regular employment, and at low wages, they are permitted to possess 
so many irregular privileges and resources that they are comparatively far 
removed from any danger of destitution. The small extent of grave 
offences committed in this island continues to evince this state of 
things. . ° . ° 

‘¢ In the absence of any recent census there is every reason to believe 
that the native population is steadily and rapidly increasing ; for the births 
greatly exceed the deaths, and very few now emigrate. The Portuguese 
immigrants, however, have nearly all disappeared. Many had died, and 
the mortality among them continued very great during the year 1848 ; 
but almost all of those who remained alive have quitted the island in 
search of higher wages on more prosperous shores.’’— Ibid. pp. 239, 240, 


DOMINICA, 


The information respecting Dominica is comprised in the follow- 
ing extract from the Governor’s Report to Lord Grey. He says:— 

‘‘Your lordship will be gratified to learn, from the Lieutenant- 
governor’s review of the state of the colony, that no retrogression is 
considered to have taken place within the past year; and that, although 
the agricultural and commercial interests have been, and still are, greatly 
depressed, the progress of education and industry amongst the labouring 
classes has not been impeded, that peace and order prevail uninterrupted, 
and that the population was never more happy and contented.’’—Jbid. 
p. 241. 

GRENADA. 


This island is not in a prosperous state: it is, however, satis- 
factory to find that ‘‘ greater economy and attention than hereto- 
fore have been bestowed in every rural department, and that the 
colonists evince a desire of meeting with energy the difficulties 
of their position.”” The only reference we can find, in the official 
papers, to the peasantry, is the following :— 


‘‘ The cultivation is not in general of a satisfactory kind; and the pay- 
ment of wages has, in many cases, been displaced by the métayer, or 
share-system ; or the cultivation is in part carried on by labour of the 





remedy than “an extensive transfer of property to more solvent | 
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people for certain days, who, in consideration or exchange for such 
labour, are allowed the occupation of houses and grounds on estates. 
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The plantations, therefore, are not carried on on a fixed principle, and 
two adjoining estates may be worked on different systems. Among the 
expedients adopted by the proprietors in lieu of money wages, it would 
seem that the share-system, which gives a direct interest to the peasantry 
in the cultivation of the land, would be more likely to succeed ; but the 
length of time between the planting and reaping of the cane, and the 
unavoidable delay in converting the produce into money, will render that 
mode of cultivation successful only with the richer and more energetic 
class of labourers ; and should they, on experience, find the cultivation 
to be unremunerative, that system will fail even with them.’’—Jbid. 
p- 179. 
BAHAMAS, 

The agriculture of the Bahamas has great difficulties to contend 
with, owing to the rocky nature of the soil; nevertheless, a large 
quantity of pine-apples, oranges, limes, bananas, and cocoa-nuts, 
are annually grown and exported. The report respecting the people 
is extremely satisfactory. It says :— 

‘¢ The labouring population are peaceable, industrious, and contented ; 
the adults attend the chapels, and their children the public schools. 
The productions of the earth have, with some slight exceptions from the 
effects of a partial storm, been bountiful. There has been no epidemic 
disease. Crime has been less; one case of felony only occurring in 1848. 
The seasons have been favourable, and the prospects of the fruit crops, in 
1849, promising. Governor Mathew, in his last speech to the Legislature, 
says, ‘I rejoice that 1 am enabled, on this last o¢casion of our official 
intercourse, to congratulate you on the gradually improving state of these 
islands ; continued energy has been evinced in planting fruit-trees, and in 
obtaining from the soil the remunerative return a bounteous Providence 
has facilitated, and which it has solely needed the industry of man to 
ensure.’ On the whole there is abundant cause of gratitude to the 
giver of all good for the benefits enjoyed, and the exemptions from 
maladies and evils which have elsewhere peculiatly and unhappily distin- 
guished the year 1848.’’—Jbid. p. 156. 


From the islands of St. Vincent and Tobago there are no returns 
of any special interest. It is believed, however, that both these 
colonies are in an improving condition. 


MISSION OF INQUIRY TO THE EMANCIPATED COLONIES. 


The importance of obtaining exact information on many impor- 
tant questions connected with the British emancipated colonies 
had long been felt by the Committee; but to find persons com- 
petent to procure that information by a personal visit to them, for 
the purpose of inquiry on the spot, was no easy matter. They 
were, however, relieved from further anxiety on the subject, by the 
announcement that their esteemed colleague, George William 
Alexander, the treasurer of the Society, and John Candler, one of 
its honorary corresponding members, had generously undertaken 
the mission. These much-respected friends, accompanied by their 
wives, left England by the first mail in November last year; and, 
after an unusually rough passage, arrived safely at Barbadoes 
towards the close of the month. The Committee, feeling how 
much they were indebted to their friends for this act of self-sacri- 
fice, placed the following minute on record, a copy of which was 
furnished them :— 

‘“‘Ata meeting of the Committee, held at 27, New Broad Street, 
London, on Friday, the 12th day of October, 1849, Samuel Sturge, 
Esq., in the chair, 

‘‘It was resolved,—That the Committee, in placing on record the 
acceptance, by their much-esteemed friends, George William Alexander, 
Esq., and John Candler, Esq., of their invitation to visit such of the 
British Emancipated and Foreign Colonies as may be accessible to them 
on atour of inspection, would express their high satisfaction that they, 
together with their wives, have been induced to devote themselves to so 
arduous and self-denying a mission ; and whilst they would affectionately 
and prayerfully commend them to the continual guidance, protection, 
and blessing of Divine Providence, they would also bespeak for them 
a warm and cordial reception by their friends, and all the aid that they 
may require in prosecuting the important objects they have in view. 

(Signed) ““SamueL StrurGe, Chairman. 
*Joun Scosie, Secretary.’ 

The Committee are happy to say that the British, French, 
Danish, and Swedish Governments furnished their friends with 
suitable introductions to the authorities in their several colonies, 
for which they would publicly record their thanks. 

Messsrs. Alexander and Candler were at Santa Cruz, a Danish 
island, when the last accounts from them were received. They 
had previously visited Barbadoes, British Guiana, Trinidad, Grenada, 
St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Dominica, 
Antigua, and St. Kitt’s. Everywhere they were well received. In 
most of the colonies they had been enabled to hold public meetings, 





and in several to form Anti-slavery Societies. From Santa Cruz, 
they will proceed to St. Thomas, and thence embark for Jamaica, 
where they propose to remain six weeks. After having finished 
their inquiries in that island, they propose returning to England, 
vid the United States; this will give them an opportunity of 
meeting the friends of the anti-slavery cause in that country, and 
of imparting to them the result of the extended observations they 
have made. Their letters and journals are full of interest, and 
will, no doubt, be given to the public in a suitable form on their 
return home. The Committee are gratified in being able to state, 
that, by the last advices, their friends were in good health. 


SLAVERY IN THE ISLAND OF BULAMA. 


The island of Bulama is situated at the entrance of the Rio 
Grande. A Select Committee of the House of Commons, which 
sat in 1842, made the following report concerning it—‘‘ We would 
earnestly recommend to consideration the propriety of re-esta- 
blishing the former British settlement on the island of Bulama. 
Its climate is certainly unhealthy ; but we are not aware that it is 
more so than that of Sierra Leone, or of some other places on the 
coast. It might be principally, if not entirely, occupied by British 
subjects of the negro race; and its position, both for checking the 
slave-trade of Bissao and its neighbourhood, and for drawing out 
the resources of several noble rivers, would be invaluable.” Like 
many other useful suggestions, this has been allowed to lie buried 
within the folds of a Blue Book. But from a Report made by the 
Acting Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, it would appear that 
Senor Cayetaneo, the Portuguese Governor of Bissao, has 
occupied it for his own purposes. The Report says—‘‘ The 
notorious Cayetaneo, the Portuguese Governor of Bissao, has 
abolished the slave-trade, and is employing vast numbers of slaves in 
cultivating ground-nuts upon the British island of Bulama.”’ As 
soon as this attracted the attention of the Committee, they felt it 
to be their duty to memorialise the Government respecting 60 
flagrant a violation of British territory and of British law. In 
concluding their memorial, the Committee said :— 

‘Tn calling your early attention to this important subject, the Com- 
mittee respectfully ask your lordship, in the first place, to give instruc- 
tions that all the slaves illegally held in bondage in Bulama, by the 
Governor of Bissao, be immediately liberated, and protected from injury 
and abduction from the island, by that individual or any other party, on 
any pretence whatsoever. Secondly, That no property belonging to 
Senor Cayataneo may be allowed to be removed from the island, until 
they be indemnified for the services which they have, by unlawful means, 
been compelled to give him. Thirdly, That Senor Cayataneo, if found 
within British jurisdiction, be seized and tried for the violation of British 
law, and, on conviction, be punished accordingly. And fourthly, That 
measures be immediately taken to carry into effect the recommendations 
of the Select Committee on the West Coast of Africa, in settling Bulama 
with British subjects of the class referred to, which the Committee believe 
can be done without much trouble or expense, to the manifest advantage 
of this country, and the general interests of humanity and freedom. 
Lying, as the island does, half way between the British settlements in the 
Gambia and Sierra Leone, it might be attached as a dependency to either 
of them, and be of great service to both.”’ 

In consequence of this memorial, Lord Grey has informed the 
Committee that he has instructed the Governor of Sierra Leone 
to report upon the circumstances brought under his attention ; 
and they may, therefore, hope that this daring violation of British 
territory and British law will meet with its proper punishment. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN RELATION 
TO BRITISH SUBJRCTS HOLDING SLAVES IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 

While the British Government and the British people are direct- 
ing their attention to the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade, 
it is painful to reflect that British subjects, residing in foreign 
countries where these great evils exist, not only practise them, but 
by their cruelties bring discredit on their country. The following 
extract of a despatch from Mr. Consul Gilbert, residing at Alex- 
andria, to Lord Palmerston, dated the 7th November, 1848, will 
illustrate this painful subject. Mr. Gilbert says :— 

‘Tt has for many years been the custom for foreigners and British 
subjects in this country to purchase slaves and retain them in their service 
under the appellation of servants, though without granting them certi- 
ficates of liberty ; and thus, in case of misconduct on their part, or caprice 
on that of their masters, they were frequently resold by the public 
auctioneer. Many of these slaves have been so severely beaten, and 
sometimes even maimed by their owners, more especially by Ionians and 
Maltese, that they have not hesitated to throw themselves out of window 
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with the hope of escaping, and thus risk losing life rather than endure 
further torture from the hands of their owners. In a few instances they 
have succeeded in getting to the British consulate, and thus obtaining 
their freedom. 

«My predecessors, Mr. Consul Stoddart and Mr. Acting Consul 
Chasseaud, liberated in this manner several; but latterly the cruelty 
practised by some British subjects resident in Alexandria and its neigh- 
bourhood became a topic of public scandal, and several slaves absconded 
from their owners and took refuge in the British consulate. In conse- 
quence of which, with the sanction of Mr. Consul-General Murray, I 
published a decree, of which I have the honour to inclose copies in duplicate 
and a trafislation; to the effect that all British subjects must produce, 
within a period of fifteen days, all.persons of colour residing in their 
houses as servants, with a certificate of liberty drawn up in due form to 
be registered at the British consulate. Previous, however, to the expi- 
ration of the above-mentioned term, I issued another decree, of which I 
have the honour to inclose copies in duplicate, together with a translation, 
quoting that portion of the Act of George IV. which states the penalty to 
which a British subject renders himself liable by purchasing, &c., slaves. 
The cruelties perpetrated by some British subjects on their slaves com- 
pelled me to adopt some decided measures for checking the trade in 
slaves, and I trust in this instance your lordship will approve of the 
means I employed.. At the same time I should wish to be informed if I 
can in every proved case exact the £100 penalty, and how I am to deal 
with those persons who are unwilling or unable to pay the amount men- 
tioned by the Act of Parliament.”’ 

To this appeal Lord Palmerston replied, in the early part of 
1849, in the following terms :-— 

‘¢ In accordance with the opinion of the law advisers of the Crown, I 
have now to state to you that her Majesty’s subjects who are offenders 
against British law in the manner described by you are liable to be charged 
with felony under the 10th section of the Act above mentioned, and if 
convicted, to be transported or imprisoned as felons; and further, that 
her Majesty’s Consuls in Egypt, upon obtaining sufficient evidence of the 
guilt of such offenders, may send them, under the Order in Council of the 
19th of June, 1844, to Malta, for trial under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 
6 & 7 Victorie, cap. 94. 

‘‘ T have accordingly to instruct you to issue a further decree, warning 
her Majesty’s subjects of the penalties to which they are liable for buying 
orselling slaves, and notifying to all foreign subjects who are enrolled at 
her Majesty’s consulate for protection, that that protection will be with- 
drawn from them if they infringe in any way the statute of the 5th Geo. 
1V., as extended by the statute of the 6th and 7th Victorie, cap. 98. 
And in all future cases, when it may come to your knowledge that any 
British subject residing within your consulate has been implicated in 
the purchase or sale of a slave in contravention of the statute, you will 
not fail immediately to report to me the particulars of the case, in order 
that her Majesty’s Government may be able to judge of the expediency 
of sending the offender to Malta for trial.’’—Slave-trade papers, 1849, 
Class B , pp. 157-9. 

Two Maltese merchants, the Messrs. Nani, British subjects, 
were discovered to have aided and abetted the slave-trade, by ship- 
ping slaves on board a schooner belonging to them, at Bengazi, for 
the Levant. They were warned of the illegality of their proceed- 
ings; but, it appears, without effect. Mr. Consul Crowe there- 
upon transmitted the particulars of the case to Lord Palmerston, 
in October, 1849; and in January, 1849, received instructions to 
have them arrested, and, together with the witnesses, to be sent 
to Malta for trial, ‘‘ for the felony of which they had been guilty, 
under the statute of 5 Geo. IV., cap. 113, sec. 10, as extended by 
the statute 6 and 7 Vict., cap. 98.’’—Jbid. pp. 334-340. 

The British Consul at Norfolk, Virginia, in a despatch to Lord 
Palmerston, dated April 28th, 1848, states that he is unable to 
engage free servants, either male or female, and begging instruc- 
tions thereupon. To which his lordship promptly replied, that 
‘‘ her Majesty’s Government cannot consent, under any circum- 
stances, to relax the injunction given in 1841 against British 
functionaries, residing in slaveholding countries, hiring slaves for 
domestic or other purposes.” —JIbid. p. 359. 

The Committee perceive, also, that instructions have been for- 
warded to the British Consuls residing in Brazil and the Spanish 
colonies, to forward to the Government nominal lists of all British 
subjects known to hold slaves in their respective consulates. The 
lists are too long to be transcribed in the Report, but thanks are 
due to Lord Palmerston for the exposure. 


FOREIGN PROCEEDINGS. 
UNITED STATES. 
The anti-slavery cause has made great progress during the past 
year in the United States, and is evidently approaching a crisis. 
On thé one hand, the free States of the Union demand that the 
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domain of slavery shall extend no farther—that slavery and the 
slave-trade shall be abolished in the district of Columbia, and that 
the inter-state slave traffic shall be suppressed. They do not pro- 
pose to touch slavery in the Southern States, because they have no 
constitutional power to do so; but they think the time is fully come 
to legislate, within the limits of the Constitution, against it. On 
the other hand, the slave States are determined to maintain their 
right, as they term it, to carry their slaves, as property, into any 
new territory that has been, or may hereafter be, obtained by the 
United States, and to resist any measure that would restrict the 
institution of slavery, or weaken its power. Now, there can be no 
question that, had the representatives of the free States sent to 
the present Congress by anti-slavery votes, and under anti-slavery 
pledges, been true to their mission, all that the free States contend 
for would have been secured. But the representatives of the slave 
States, ever alive to their interests, and true to their policy, have 
made an effectual stand, and, by impeding the public business, and 
threatening a dissolution of the Union, they have furnished a 
political pretence to certain statesmen of the North to fall into the 
idea of a compromise. Mr. Calhoun, up to the time of his death, 
led the Southern party; Mr, Clay heads the compromisers ; and 
Mr. Webster, who had at one time the decision of the question in 
his eontrol, has given way to the Southern interest, and has sacri. 
ticed his character, in his eagerness, it is said, to grasp the Presi- 
dency. The issue of the fierce struggle in the Senate has been the 
appointment of a Compromise Committee, with Mr. Clay as its 
chairman, and Mr. Webster as one of its members. With a single 
exception, Mr. Phelps, the whole of the thirteen are for com- 
promise. 

The great struggle between the free and the slave States in Con- 
gress has been upon the question, ‘‘ Whether California should be 
admitted as a free State, and whether New Mexico shall have a 
territorial Government, free from the taint of slavery, or not?’’ 
California has formed herself into a State, excluding all personal 
and involuntary servitude from her Constitution. New Mexico, 
following her example, has declared herself utterly opposed to the 
introduction of slavery within her borders. The other questions 
at issue are, comparatively, of minor importance with these. The 
Northern representatives demand the introduction of California 
into the Union as a free State, with her present boundaries, and 
untrammelled with conditions; and that New Mexico, with her 
present boundaries, shall be formed into a territorial Government, 
and that slavery shall be expressly excluded from her soil. The 
Southern representatives oppose, and have introduced a new 
element to complicate the question. Texas claims a portion of 
New Mexico to be within her boundaries. That portion is known 
by the name of Deseret or Utah, now chiefly occupied by the 
Mormons. The latest information the Committee have received 
from the United States is to the effect, that the Compromise Com- 
mittee have determined upon the admission of California, with her 
present boundaries, as a free State, and to form territorial Govern- 
ments for New Mexico and Utah, without any restriction as to 
slavery ; and in order to secure the latter point, they have resolved 
to include the two measures in one Bill. The decision upon the 
boundaries of New Mexico has not been decided ; but it is believed 
that the northern boundary line will be taken at thirty miles north 
of the Paso point; and it is understood that if Texas will forego 
her claims on New Mexico, the Committee will recommend a pay- 
ment to her, out of the treasury, of from five to seven millions and 
a half of dollars. If Texas cedes the territory, it is not proposed 
to change its condition or character, which means that it is still to 
be considered slave territory. In this discussion the rights of new 
Mexico are not considered. She utterly rejects the claims of 
Texas on any portion of her territory, and can produce the most 
ample historical proofs that she is entitled to every inch of land 
which she claims. 

Another Bill, it is said, will probably be presented by the Com- 
promise Committee respecting the district of Columbia. The 
slave laws of Maryland are to be in force in the district ; but the 
traffic in slaves now carried on at Washington is to be abolished, 
and the slave pens broken up. The Bill before the Senate for the 
reclamation of fugitive slaves is to be amended in reference to the 
question of identity, aud the proof to be required that the party 
charged has been a slave. These are understood to be the points 
upon which the Compromise Committee have agreed. What other 
matters their plan may embrace dves not at present appear. 

In reference to the various points to be embraced in the pro- 
posed compromise, a correspondent at Washington writes as fol- 








~~ ~ © 4 ff kee 


of &F &f fF 4 te 


—~ £45 4 & 


QQ wat = }. 4 et ltt ttt lUrtlU OM, COS 


ee i 


June 1, 1850. ] 


lows :—‘‘ This compromise does not seem to remove the principal | 
obstacle—that of establishing the territorial governments without the 
Wilmot proviso, and upon this point the great struggle is yet to be 
made. All other questions are subordinate and of comparatively 
limited importance. 
thirty Northern votes at their disposal, which, with the united 
South, would ensure a working majority. With all this confi- 
dence let me say there is no certainty; for a portion of the South 
is yet to be satisfied, and a portion of the North is already well 
inclined to reconsider.” 





The friends of the compromise claim to have | 
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The Committee cannot but most earnestly | 


desire that the intentions of the enemies of freedom may be frus- | 


trated ; that justice may be established ; 


and that some hope of at | 


| 


least future emancipation may dawn on the oppressed American | 


slave. 

The Committee are much gratified to perceive that in the midst 
of the excitement which now exists on the slave question in the 
United States, the true friends of the anti-slavery cause are not 
insensible of the duties and responsibilities which rest upon them. 
They are at their post; and the Committee feel assured that every 
abolitionist in these kingdoms will give them their hearty sympathy 
and support. 

FRANCE. 

The employment of a considerable naval force, twenty-six 
vessels, in conjunction with the British cruisers on the coast of 
Africa, was the result of the convention negotiated between France 
and Great Britain, in 1845, by the Duc de Broglie and the Right 
Hon. Dr. Lushington. It was fully expected that so large a force, 
directed by energetic and skilful officers, would speedily annihilate 
the slave-trade, and render, hereafter, the discussion of the right 
of search altogether unnecessary. Experience, however, has shown 
the folly of the expectation. The slave-trade has grown under the 
repressive measures brought againstit. The French Government, 
looking at the little service its fleet of cruisers has been able to 
render to the cause of humanity, has made an application to the 
British Government to be permitted to withdraw all but twelve 
vessels from the coast. The reasons given for this application are, 
in substance, as follows :—Under the treaty of 1845, the French 
cruisers were to be employed in the capture of slavers as pirates, 
especially those covered by the Brazilian flag. Out of fourteen 
vessels captured, eleven were discharged, and the French Govern- 
ment rendered liable for pecuniary damages. Finding this to be 
the case, and having no power to capture any slavers but those 
covered by the French or British flag, the application to be relieved 
was made by Admiral Cecille, in the name of his Government, on 
the 13th February, 1849. In the following month, March 17th, 
Lord Palmerston acquiesced in the proposal to reduce the French 
squadron on the coast of Africa to twelve vessels, in the following 
terms :— 


‘‘T have great pleasure in acquainting your Excellency that her 
Majesty’s Government are willing, for the reasons assigned by you, to 
consent to the arrangement which you propose, on the condition, however, 
which is offered in your Excellency’s letter, that if it should happen that 
slave-trade should be again carried on under the French flag, the Freach 
Government will send such additional cruisers to the coast of Africa as 
may be necessary for putting an end to such abuse. 

‘‘T have to propose to your Excellency that this modification of the 
Ist article of the convention of 1845, shall be recorded in a protocol of 
conference, to be held at this office, at such time as may be agreed upon 
between your Excellency and myself. I beg leave, however, to take this 
opportunity of noticing what appears to me to be a misapprehension on 
the part of your Excellency, with respect to the time when, according to 
the 10th article of the convention of 1845, the high contracting parties 
are to concert together anew, and to decide, according to circumstances, 
whether it is fitting either to put again in force the whole or part of the 
conventions of 1831 and 1833, or to modify or to abrogate the whole or 
part of the convention of 1845. 

‘‘The 10th article above referred to of the convention of 1845 states 
that the convention shall come into operation three months after the 
declaration mentioned in the 7th article shall have been made, and that 
the duration of the convention is fixed at ten years, that is to say, ten 
years from the time when the convention began to take effect ; and the fifth 
year, the time at which the high contracting parties are to concert 
together anew, will I conceive of course count from the same date. But 
your Excellency, in adverting to the provisions of the 10th article, appears 
to consider the fifth year as dating from the signature of the convention. 
As this interpretation of the article would make a difference of nine 
months and some dsys—the declaration having been signed on the 6th of 
December, 1845, and the convention having therefore not come into 
operation until the 6th of March, 1846—I have thought it right to bring 
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this point under your Excellency’ s notice at onc e, in order to avoid any 
future misunderstanding in the matter.’’-—Slave-trade papers, Class 
B., p. 175. 

From the foregoing correspondence it is clear that the suppres- 
sion of the slave-trade, by a naval force, is left in the hands of 
Great Britain alone. 

THE FRENCH COLONIES, 


It is extremely difficult to obtain correct information respecting 
the progress of emancipation in the French colonies. Every little 
outburst of feeling is magnified into an emeute, and the soldiery 
are called out to put it down ; and an embittered feeling, especially in 
Guadaloupe, is the consequence. It is said that the last crop in 
that island had suffered a considerable diminution, as compared 
with the preceding one; but, in Martinique, the crop of 1849 has 
exceeded that of 1848. The following statement shows the quan- 
tity of produce exported from Martinique, from the Ist January to 
Ist December, 1849, and in 1848 :— 


Sugar...... In 1849 —11,506,931 Ibs....... In 1848—10,918,894 Ibs. 
Coffee..c.cce pp = «= BB, OS EBB. oo we oe .o-_ 41,880 Ibs. 
COG s oss 6 »y pic ye ore s— 82,531 lbs. 
Logwood. .. »» —= 108,406 Ibs. .....0 95 =< 31,015 lbs. 
Molasses.... 5, — 44,210 galls. n— 71,429 galls. 
Rum... 9» — 251,700 gails. »» — 156,313 galls. 


In November, last year, the President of the French Republic 
appointed a commission, composed of the Duc de’ Broglie, MM. 
H. Passy, De Tracy, Admiral Cecille, Admiral Laine, MM. de 
Laussat, Betherig de Lancastelle, Fournier, Hubert de Lisle, 
representatives; MM. Jubelin and Behir, Councillors of State ; 
M. Isambert, Councillor of the Court of Cassation; M. Galos, 
Ex-director of the Colonies; M. Mestro, Director of the Colonies ; 
M. Sully Brunet, Ex-delegate of the Colonies; M. Demoly, Coun- 
cillor of the Court of Appeal, Martinique; and M. Lepelletier Saint 
Remy, Chef de Bureau of the Colonies, as secretary. The 
object of the commission was to consider the best mode to be 
adopted, in consequence of the change in the colonies, by the aboli- 
tion of slavery, and the alteration in the legislative and judicial 
régime, from their being admitted to be represented in the National 
Assembly. Report says that the commission have prepared two 
projects: one relative to the press, and the other to the crganisa- 
tion of labour, the particulars of which are not yet made known, 
as all their sittings are conducted with the utmost secrecy. The 
Committee sincerely hope there will be no attempt to abridge the 
liberties of the emancip&ted negroes. 


DENMARK. 


In the ninth Report of the Society, the Committee announced 
that the King of Denmark had issued decrees for the abolition of 
slavery in the Danish colonies; but that a period of twelve years 
was toclapse befoie th: slive population would be put into complete 
possession of their liberty. These decrees were promulgated in the 
islands on the 20th of September, 1847. It appears that, moved 
by what had transpired in the French colonies, and labouring 
under a misapprehension as to the true nature of the case, as it 
affected themselves, a body of negroes presented themselves at the 
Government House for the purpose of ascertaining. the facts of the 
ease. The Governor, Von Scholten, by virtue of the powers 
entrusted to him, and in order to allay the excitement which 
prevailed, issued, on the 3rd of July, 1848, the following decree :— 

‘¢1, All unfree in the Danish West India Islands are, from 
to-day, emancipated. 

‘The estate negroes retain, fur three months’ date, the uses of 
the houses and provision grounds of which they have hitherto been 
possessed. 

‘3, Labour is in future to be paid for by agreement, but allow- 
ance is to cease ; aud the maintenance of the old and infirm, who 
are not able to work is, until further determination, to be furnished 
by the owners.” 

This decree excited the greatest dissatisfaction in the minds of 
the dominant party, and the Governor, Yon Scholten, was obli 
to resign his office, and depart for Europe; and Governor Oxholm, 
of St. Thomas, undertook to discharge its functions. Without 
paying the slightest regard to the justice of the ces>, he was deter- 
mined to put down all resistance to his schemes; and, in order to 
do so, he despatched the British steamer Eagle to Porto Rico, for 
Spanish troops; these were promptly sent by the Count de Reuss, 
to the amount of 600 infantry, 100 sappers, and two pieces of 
artillery. Previous to their arrival, however, the militia had 
restored order, at the expense of a large loss of life to the negroes 
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of 181 killed. Now, it does not appear that the negroes were 
armed, or that they really offered any serious resistance ; for, so far 
as can be learned, not a single white person was cithcr killed or 
wounded during the time of the affair, On the contrary, from 
private information, the Committee were assured that the people 
were shot down like so many wild dogs, by the armed and infu- 
riated whites, and that the number who were killed was, in all, 
about 300. The following regulations were then issued, by 
authority :— 

‘« Art. Ist.—The Agrarian labourer is not permitted to enter a town 
without a passport from the employer for whom he labours, and the 
employer shall give passports only to those who shall have worked steadily 
on the estate. 

‘Art, 2nd.—Every Agrarian labourer shall hire himself for three 
months, and have two dollars per month for wages, with a house, food, 
and provision grounds, and the privilege of cutting grass and burning 
coal, but shall be bound to work from sunrise to five o’clock p.m., every 
day, except on Saturday and Sunday. 

“ Art. 3.—Country labourers are not permitted to come to the towns 
with articles for sale, without a passport and a certificate from their 
employer that the goods to be sold are bond fide the property of the bearer. 
Any person buying from a labourer who has not both passport and certifi- 
cate, will be subject to a peualty of five dollars.’’ 





On the representations of Governor Von Scholten, the King of 
Denmark confirmed the decree of emancipation; but the Com- 
mittee deeply regret to say that the people have been subjected to 
a code of regulations of a most restrictive character. The labour- 
ers are brought under contracts of twelve months’ duration each, 
commencing from the Ist of October, 1849, and onwards from 
year to year. These contracts embrace children between five and 
fifteen years of age, and other relatives depending upon heads of 
families or staying with them. The amount of labour to be per- 
formed, the wages to be paid, and the punishment to be inflicted 
for non-compliance or breach of contracts, are all minutely set 
forth in the regulations, Now the Committee are convinced that 
such regulations will either defeat themselves, or be the cause of 
much suffering to the people ; and such they believe is the case at the 
present moment in the Danish Islands. They would trust, how- 
ever, that the King of Denmark, enlightened on these topics, will 
apply an early and efficient remedy. 


BRAZIL. 


The slave-trade with Brazil has been prosecuted of late years 
with unusual vigour and success. The traffic at Rio and the adja- 
cent ports was represented by the British Consul, residing there, 
at 46,000 in 1847; but, in communicating this fact to Lord Pal- 
merston, he says, “‘ Your lordship must be aware, from the 
accounts already furnished, of the impossibility of arriving at any 
correct estimate of the slaves landed ;”’ and, in another place, he 
remarks, that ‘‘ Such is the protection and assistance granted by 
all the Brazilian authorities to slave-trading transactions, that it is 
impossible, in a place so much frequented by shipping from all 
parts of the world, to be aware of all the proceedings connected 
with this nefarious traffic.” Lord Howden, late minister in 
Brazil, estimated the importation at 60,000 in 1847; but Mr. 
Hudson, who now fills that office, carries the annual import of 
slaves into Brazil up to 70,000. In a despatch, addressed to Lord 
Palmerston, dated Rio, December 16th, 1848, Mr. Hudson says :— 

‘¢ At no period during the history of the Brazilian slave-trade have so 
many slave-dealers left Brazil as of late for Africa to purchase slaves ; at 
no period have so many vessels been employed in this traffic, which, 
during the next four months, will be increased to a frightful extent. The 
only variation which I see in this trade is, that the slave-dealers are shift- 
ing their haunts ; and, as the port and neighbourhood of Macahé has 
become even too notorious, the cargoes of human misery and suffering are 
now directed to Angra dos Reyes, to the southward of Rio de Janeiro, 
from whence large quantities of slaves are being forwarded to the coffee 
districts of Minas Geraes. Your lordship will imagine the extent to 
which protection of the slave-trade had arrived at Macahé, when the Go- 
vernment officers there were paid for their connivance in slave-trade, by 
bills at sight on the slave-dealers in Rio. The larger share of orders for 
slaves has been sent to the Mozambique coast, because the Rio slave- 
traders have learnt that that part of Africa is less guarded at this 
moment than the western coast.’’—S/ave-trade papers, 1849, Class B., 
p- 72. 

It is unnecessary to multiply facts, to prove the bad faith of the 
Brazilian Government; their protection of the slave-trade is—to 
use the language of Lord Howden—“ constant and unblushing.” 
The Committee cannot, however, withhold the just and severe 
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reflections of Lord Palmerston on this point, contained in a com- 
munication to M, Lisboa, the Brazilian minister in this country, 
dated September 18, 1848. His lordship says :-— 


‘‘The undersigned, in reply, has the honour to state that none can 
regret more sincerely than do her Majesty’s Government, the present 
unfortunate state of the relations between the Government of Brazil and 
the Government of Great Britain ; and her Majesty’s Government regret 
this state of things the more, because, as it has arisen entirely from the 
conduct pursued by the Government of Brazil, and from its long-con- 
tinued, flagrant, and undisguised violation of the treaty engagements of 
Brazil towards Great Britain, her Majesty’s Government are unable, by 
any act of theirs, or by any change in the policy of Great Britain, to 
apply a remedy to those evils. 

‘*The Crown of Brazil engaged, by the treaty of 1826, that after 
March, 1830, it should not be lawful for the subjects of the Emperor of 
Brazil to be concerned in the carrying on of the slave-trade under any 
pretext, or in any manner whatever; and that the carrying on of such 
trade after that period by any person, subject of his Imperial Majesty, 
should be deemed and treated as piracy. Such is the still subsisting 
engagement of the Crown of Brazil; but from the day when that treaty 
was signed down to the present time, that engagement has never been 
executed, but has, on the contrary, been wholly and entirely neglected and 
disregarded ; nay, it has been so systematically and positively violated, 
that the subjects of his Imperial Majesty, who are openly and publicly 
known to be engaged, not merely indirectly, but directly and avowedly, 
in this stealing, selling, and buying of the flesh and blood of man, so far 
from being treated as pirates, are received and treated as personal friends 
and honoured guests by the men in power and authority in Brazil, whose 
duty it has been to carry into execution the treaty engagements of their 
Sovereign; and the consequence is, that instead of the Brazilian slave- 
trade having been long ago put an end to, in conformity with the solemn 
obligations of the Crown of Brazil, the number of African negroes yearly 
imported into the Brazilian territory, in order there to be sold and bought, 
and worked out as slaves, is supposed to range from 40,000 to 60,000. 

** In this state of things the undersigned cannot refrain from express- 
ing some surprise that the Chevalier de Lisboa should, on the part of his 
Government, voluntarily bring these matters into discussion. But as M. 
Lisboa has thought fit to do so, it has been impossible for the under- 
signed to avoid reminding him, and through him the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, of the long-continued violation of the treaty engagements of the 
Crown of Brazil in regard to these matters.’’—Jbid. pp. 24, 25. 


AITEMPT TO DEPRIVE THE AFRICANS ILLICITLY AND ILLE- 
GALLY INTRODUCED INTO BRAZIL OF THEIR RIGHT TO 
FREEDOM, 


In the course of the year 1848, the British minister, Mr. 
Hudson, residing at Rio, received from the Foreign minister, 
Senhor de Souza Franco, “positive, solemn, and impressive’’ 
assurances “‘ of the determination of the Imperial Government to 
put a stop to the scandalous importation of slaves into Brazil.’’ 
Believing these assurances, Mr. Hudson, in his despatches to the 
British Government, expressed his complete conviction that mea- 
sures would be taken, having for their object ‘‘ the effectual 
repression of the slave-trade.” But judge of his astonishment, 
when he found that a measure of a directly contrary tendency had 
been submitted to the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies by the 
Government, the object of which was to provide simply for the 
repression of the slave-trade at sea, and to legalise it on shore! 
So manifest a violation of British treaties and Brazilian laws 
called for marked reprehension on the part of the British minister. 

The article of the proposed law, against which Mr. Hudson 
specially excepted, was the 13th, which reads thus :—** No action- 
at-law shall be instituted in virtue of the law of November 7, 
1831, which is revoked, as well as all others in a contrary sense.” 
The law of the 7th of November, 1831, enacts that all slaves 
arriving in Brazil after the date of that law are, ipso facto, freed 
from slavery. The legal presumption of their freedom, therefore, 
exists, though it has been permitted to remain a dead letter. 
Against this atrocious violation of law and justice, Mr. Hudson 
protested in the following words, addressed to the minister, the 
4th September, 1848 :—‘‘ Your Excellency, by your speeches, and 
by your declarations to myself, which, as in duty bound, I have 
conveyed to her Majesty’s Government, has taken up a position 
before the world, from which it surely would be your last wish to 
recede ; it is the position of a benefactor, just and firm of purpose. 
But it appears to me that that position is perilled by the provi- 
sions of the thirteenth paragraph of the measure offered by your 
Excellency to the Chambers, and I have now the honour to invite 
you to explain this apparent contradiction, In any case, it is my 
duty to protest against the provisions of that measure, as infring- 
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ing the rights of persons, who I must consider as being still | 
under the joint tutelage of the British and Brazilian Governments ; 

and who, having acquired by virtue of treaty stipulations, by the 

laws of this country, and by other mutual arrangements between 

the two Crowns, positive rights, cannot now, by any species of 
Brazilian legislation, be placed in the hopeless position of per- 

petual slavery, to which the project in question would consign 

them and their descendants.”’—ZJbid. p. 41. 





Notwithstanding this protest the Brazilian ministry endeavoured 
to hurry the measure through the Chambers; but, Mr. Hudson 
says, ‘‘they were met with a determined resistance from a small 
body of members, who, more alive to the honour of their country, 
and to its public engagements with Great Britain, stoutly main- 
tained the position that the convention against the slave-trade, 
concluded by Great Britain with Brazil, in 1826, is perpetual in 
the obligations which it imposes on the empire;”’ and, alluding 
to the fact that an amendment had been carried, postponing the 
further consideration of the measure to the following year, he 
remarks: ‘I cannot congratulate your lordship upon this deter- 
mination of the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies. The measure, 
with all its hideous features of oppression, levelled against an 
inoffensive, unresisting, unprotected mass of human beings, still 
hangs suspended, and may become law at an early period next 
session.”’——Jbid. p. 53. 

A change of ministry having taken place, the fears of Mr. Hud- 
son were relieved by Viscount Olinda, the new foreign minister, 
who, in a despatch dated the 26th Oct., 1848, thus referred to the 
measure of his predecessor in office :— 

‘‘The undersigned having laid before the august presence of his 
Imperial Majesty the notes of the 4th and 11th of September last past, 
which Mr. Hudson, &c., addressed to his predecessor, in which he ex- 
plains the reasons which induced him to protest against the Project of 
Law, No. 133, of 1837, the discussion of which took place this year in the 
Chamber of Deputies; and from the same august personage he received 
orders to declare to Mr. Hudson, in reply to the above-mentioned notes, 
that the Imperial Government being convinced of the absolute necessity 
of forbidding the introduction of Africans into Brazil, will leaveno means 
untried which are at their disposal, in order to effect it; and in the con- 
viction that it is necessary to accomplish these ends by legitimate mea- 
sures, in which the principles of justice and the vital interests of the 
Empire shall be consulted, will seek them from the Assembly as soon 
as that body shall have met. And as it is not the intention of the actual 
Cabinet to use its means and the influence of which it is legitimately 
possessed, in order to follow up the adoption of that (above) cited project, 
but intending to substitute it by another, which, after mature deliberation, 
is to be presented to the Chambers of the Legislature, it is evident that 
it becomes useless and unnecessary to discuss the notes to which the 
undersigned has the honour to reply; a discussion which thus becomes 
completely aimless. 

‘‘ The undersigned is certain that Mr. Hudson having to lay before his 
Government a knowledge of those intentions which he has thus expressed, 
will at the same time inform them of the aid which he expects from the 
representatives of the nation, in order to bring about the effectual repres- 
sion of the traffic in Africans.’’—Jdid. p. 61. 

What the new measures of repression may be, the Committee 
are unable to say; but they feel that not the slightest confidence 
can be placed in the Brazilian Government. At the same time 
they are satisfied that the best, indeed the only test of their sin- 
cerity, will be found in the application of Brazilian law to the 
liberation of Africans entitled to their freedom, and the condign 
punishment of the criminals who have so flagrantly carried on the 
inhuman traffic. To these points the Government should bend all 
its energies. Let but the tenure by which slaves are now held in 
Brazil be tested by law, and there is an end of the matter; for not 
only would the slave-trade in that case be impossible, but slavery 
itself would receive its death-blow. 


THE DANGER OF CONTINUING SLAVERY IN BRAZIL. 


Wherever slavery exists there is danger. Frequent outbreaks 
in Brazil have taken place, and much cruelty has been resorted to, 
to conquer them ; but they recur again and again; and the pro- 
bability is, that, sooner or later, they will be attended with success. 
At Pelotas, about twelve leagues from Rio Grande do Sul, an 
intended rising of the slave population was discovered in the early 
part of 1848, by three slaves, who, to save their masters from the 
contemplated massacre, informed them of the conspiracy. Ina 
barn were discovered 200 muskets, a like number of carbines, 
swords, and pistols, with a great quantity of ammunition. Three 
hundred slaves were immediately seized and lodged in gaol, out of 
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1500 supposed to be implicated. Those supposed to be most 
implicated were severely flogged in the gaols, in order to extort a 
confession of the names of the parties who had enlisted them, but 
to no purpose; and ten of them died under the lash, rather than 
confess the object of their conspiracy, or the name of the abettors 
of the same. In conveying the intelligence to Lord Palmerston, 
Lord Howden accompanied it with the following remarks :— 





‘‘The slaves implicated in this plot are exclusively natives of Mina, and 
come from the north of the line, to the east of Cape Coast. This race is 
the same that prepared the nearly successful insurrection of Bahia, in 
1835, and the slaves belonging to it are entirely and most remarkably 
different from all other Africans in Brazil, both physically and intellec- 
tually. These Mina slaves all speak the same language, have organised 
societies, and elected chiefs, wherever they meet in any numbers, are 
remarkable for their habits of order, their serious and dignified deport- 
ment, their economy, their prevision, and their sullen courage; and they 
are corporally the finest specimens of the human race I ever saw. It is 
said, that the inhabitants of the province of Rio de Janeiro, afraid of the 
slumbering energies of such men, buy them unwillingly ; and, in fact, 
but comparatively few of this easily distinguished race are to be seen in 
the capital. I have no doubt but this is the people charged by Providence 
with the dreadful and inevitable retribution of Africa.’’—Jbid. p. 12. 


The ‘‘ praiero,” or democratic party, appear to have kept the 
slave-trade in check in the province of Pernambuco. 


THE LIBERTADOS. 


The Libertados are Africans who were emancipated by sentence 
of the Mixed Commission Court established at Rio de Janeiro. 
The Committee are pleased to find that Lord Palmerston has or- 
dered inquiries to be made into their circumstances ; and as many 
of them have become entitled to unrestricted freedom, he requires 
that a list should be sent to him “‘of those who have been placed 
in the full enjoyment of their liberty.”—Jbid, p. 23, 


SPAIN, 


The slave-trade has not, of late years, been carried on with the 
Spanish colonies to the same extent as formerly. This abatement 
has not arisen, however, from any improved state of feeling in 
relation to the traffic itself, nor from any energetic measures on 
the part of the Spanish Government to suppress it, but to several 
causes easy to be explained. The depressed state of the mercan- 
tile and planting interests operated, previously to 1846, as a check 
on the slave-trade. Besides which, two hurricanes, which ravaged 
the coffee properties in the years 1844 and 1846, placed at the 
disposal of the sugar growers an immense body of negroes. From 
official reports made to the Spanish Government, it appears that 
38,000 slaves were transferred from the coffee to the sugar estates 
up to the end of 1847, and there was yet a considerable supply of 
labourers in the market, composed of slaves who had been exten- 
sively employed in the construction of railways, and in the manu- 
facture of tobacco. So that any great number of imported slaves 
would not be wanted for some time to come. Nevertheless, slaves 
still continue to be imported. The most active agents in carrying 
on the traffic are Don Julian Zulueta, Don Antonio Juan Parejo, 
and Don -— Zama, the nephew of an old slave-trafficker at the 
Havana. Parejo is the acknowledged agent of the ex-Queen 
Christina, who, it is believed, is implicated in the slave-trade as 
now carried on with Cuba. The Captain-general Roncali, Conde 
de Alcoy, though it has not yet beer proved that he receives the 
usual fees, it is quite certain that he connives at the traffic. But 
whilst the African slave-trade is not carried on with its accustomed 
vigour, a new slave-traffic has sprung up. In November, 1847, 
the Commissary-Judge at the Havana, Mr. Kennedy, informed 
Lord Palmerston, that 300 Indians from Yucatan had been im. 
ported into Havana, ostensibly as free colonists, but there was 
every reason to believe that they would be treated as slaves. Jp 
May, 1848, Mr. Kennedy, again reverting to this subject, says, 
that “a large number of Indians had been lately brought to Cuba, 
by persons who had fied from Yucatan, in consequence of the 
disturbances of that country.” In this traffic the Spanish navy 
isemployed. Mr. Kennedy says the Spanish brig-of-war, Nervion, 
brought 150 Indians on the 5th May, and that ‘‘ the Spanish vessel 
of war, the Maria Louisa, is now expected, with a still larger 
number.” Mr. Kennedy adds :—‘I cannot think the Indians 
brought here came under any apprehensions of their own, whence 
I conclude that a new species of slave-trade was begun, and had 
to be guarded against.” In July, Mr. Kennedy writes, « During 
the last few months very few Indians have been brought from 
Yucatan, but those brought previously have given so much sgatis- 
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faction, that the Junta de Fomento, or board for promoting the 
prosperity of the island, have entered into a contract for as many 
as 2,000 to be brought, who are, consequently, expected,”? On 
the 26th of September, the Spanish steamer Cetro sailed from the 
Havana for Yucatan, with 1,043 boxes of sugar. This vessel 
was to bring back 1,000 Indians. ‘As the white inhabitants,” 
says Mr. Kennedy, “ have now recovered the country, they will 
be desirous of sending away the prisoners and other suspected 
natives, for their own security ; and as the Indians were always 
treated with great injustice, and were, in fact, held as slaves, 
which was the real cause of the insurrection,” he adds, ‘I fear 
that their being brought here, where slavery is legalised, will be 
the beginning of a new slave-trade.”” In proof that his fears were 
not without foundation, Mr. Kennedy selects, from the advertise- 
ments of slaves to be hired out, the following :—‘“‘ To be hired, a 
Yucatan (woman), for wet nurse, one month after delivery, of very 
good and abundant milk ; for price as may be arranged. Street 
Inquisitor, No, 57.’ On. inquiry he found this woman was 





claimed as a slave.—Slave-trade papers, 1849, Class A., pp. | 


16-53. 

Besides these Yucatanese, the Committee find that a small body 
of negroes, originally sent to Porto Rico from Curagoa, a Dutch 
colony, have been imported into Cuba; and that twenty-one 
slaves were shipped from Pernambuco to the same place, in the 
Paquete de Trinidad, In alluding to this singular fact, Mr. 
Consul Cowper says, ‘I shall not fail to observe if this be the 
commencement of a new branch of the inhuman traffic.”-— Papers, 
1849, Class B., p. 137. 

EMANCIPADOS. 

Emancipados were Africans originally taken by the British 
cruisers, and whose liberty was adjudged to them by sentence of the 
Mixed Commission Court at Havana. But their liberty has not 
been respected by the Spanish authorities. Successive Captain- 
generals have sold them for periods of five years, and obtained 
large sums by these nefarious means. The British Government 
have frequently interfered in their behalf, and probably some 1200, 
or 1500, have been rescued from slavery. It is estimated that 
12,000 were originally entitled to their liberty. It is impossible to 
say how many Emancipados survive ; but these, with their children, 
should be immediately freed. The Committee are pleased to report 
that Lord Palmerston has given new instructions to the Consul- 
general in Cuba in their behalf. 


PORTUGAL. 
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‘‘It is not to be doubted that very large sums are still realised by the 
Portuguese speculators, and more especially by those of Oporto, from 
their investments in slave-dealing; and, in presence of this fact, any 
efforts made by the Government for the suppression of such operations 
are to be the more favourably judged. These exertions should likewise 
be judged with reference as well to the slight returns obtained in Portugal 
from ordinary commercial transactions, as to the absence in Portugal of 
that public feeling by which the trade in human flesh is stigmatised in 
England.’’—Slave-trade papers, 1849, class B., p. 225. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN TIIE PORTUGUESE POSSESSIONS IN 
AFRICA AND INDIA. 


An inquiry was instituted by the Portuguese Government, in 
1848, as to the best means of abolishing slavery in its ultramarine 
possessions. The Report on this point having been laid before 
the Cortes, a plan for giving it effect was submitted to the consi- 
deration of the Peers, by the Viscount Sa de Bandeira. Believing, 
as the Committee do, that emancipation should be immediate and 





complete, they could not give their adhesion to any plan which 
did not recognise this as its fundamental principle. Nevertheless, 
they cannot but express their cordial approval of several clauses 
of the proposed law :—First, it is proposed that all slaves entering 
the Portuguese territories, ports, or ships, except in certain speci- 
fied cases, from whatever motive, shall be free; and, secondly, 
that all slaves which belong to the State, or which may escheat 
to it, shall be free. By the first of these enactments, not only will 
Portugal assert a great principle, but if it be faithfully carried out 
by its functionaries, the slave-trade will be impossible from the 
Portuguese possessions, beth in Eastern and Western Africa; and, 
by the second, the Government will set a noble example to its 
subjects, which, it may be hoped, many of them will follow. The 
details of the plan will be found in the Anti-slavery Reporter for 
August, 1849. 

The number of slaves in the several possessions of Portugal is 
probably about 40,000. The Committee trust that they may soon 
hear that measures have received the sanction of the Cortes, which 
shall secure to them their freedom. 

The Committee are pleased to be enabled to say that the British 
Government has used its moral influence with the Portuguese, 
to hasten the abolition of slavery. The following instruction was 
sent to the British Minister at Lisbon, by Lord Palmerston, in 
August, 1848 :— 
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‘“*T have to instruct you to take an early opportunity of expressing to 
Senhor Gomes de Castro the earnest hope of her Majesty’s Government 
that any law which may be proposed on this subject may embrace the 
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possessions of Portugal on the eastern and western coast of Africa, 
there is no valid ground for suspecting that its Government con- 
nives at the unlawful proceeding. Its vessels have been employed 
in the capture of slavers and the destruction of barracoons. But, 
although the Committee are disposed to speak well of the Govern- 
ment, they cannot do so, with here and there an honourable 
exception, of the functionaries they send out to govern their African 
possessions. One of them, Major Teixeira, had left his appoint- 
ment at Quillemane, with a cargo of 500 slaves for Rio de Janeiro. 
Subsequently he has visited Lisbon, but although a warrant was 
issued for his apprehension, he managed to escape capture. The 
late Governor of Angola, Captain Da Cunha, deserves honourable 
mention. This functionary has shown himself zealous in pro- 
moting the abolition of the traffic, and has been rewarded by 
promotion. The Governor of Mozambique, De Valle, and the 
present Governor of Quillemane, Campos, are both favourably 
mentioned in the official papers. 

To show how little public sentiment has been awakened in 
Portugal against the slave-trade, Mr. H. Seymour, British 
minister at Lisbon, gives the following incident, in a letter to Lord 
Palmerston, dated 27th September, 1848, viz. :— 


‘An incident has come to my knowledge which it may be proper to 


report to your lordship, as illustrative of the feelings entertained in this | tinues 


country upon the subject of slave-dealing, and of the disbelief in such a | 


traffic being contrary to the principles of morality and religion. 

‘* A ceremony in honour of the Virgin has been celebrated within the 
last few days at Collares, upon a scale which attracted the more attention, 
as no particular rejoicings were appointed by the calendar for that day. 
It proved that the festival was the result of a vow which had been made 
to the Virgin by an individual who was extensively engaged in a slave- 
dealing speculation. The venture succeeded; a sum, amounting, as I 
understand, to thirty contos, fell to the share of the dealer in men, and a 
portion of the gain had been immediately assigned to religious thanks- 
giving. 





Portugal. You will remind his Excellency that none of the pretences, 
upon which the continuance of slavery is excused on the Continent of 
America and in the West Indian Islands, apply to the colonial possessions 
of Portugal. For in the Portuguese colonies there is no deficiency of 
labourers, and those very races which are brought by force and fraud to 
America, as being peculiarly suited to labour in a hot climate, are indi- 
genous in the colonies of Portugal. There can, therefore, really be no 
more palliation for the existence of slavery in the colonies of Portugal 
than there could be for its existence in Portugal itself; and while, on the 
one hand, the Portuguese Government would perform a most honourable 
act by wiping off entirely from the national character the stain of a 
criminal practice which so many civilised and Christian countries have 
given up, on the other hand, such a moral purification would not be 
attended with any sacrifice of what is commonly called national interest. 

‘‘The Portuguese Government may be sure that they would find the 
advantage of such a measure in the improvement which it would effect in 
the general character of the officers and other subjects of the Queen of 
Portugal in her colonial possessions ; for universal experience proves that 
the existence of the condition of slavery in any country tends to degrade 
and corrupt the master class, quite as much as it afflicts and debases the 
slave.”’—Ibid, p. 248. 


NORTHERN AFRICA. 


The traffic in slaves between Tripoli and the Levant still con- 
The British Consul residing there states that the number 
of slaves which arrived there from Loudan and Bornou, in 1847, 
was 1281, two-thirds of whom were females. About 160 men 
died on the way. The Vice-consul at Bengazi states that there had 
been brought there, during the same year, 1300 slaves, the greater 
part of whom were young girls. They were brought from Waday. 
Many perished on the road, exhausted by the fatigue and suffering 
of so long a journey. 

Notwithstanding the Slave Bazaar is closed by order of the 
Porte at. Constantinople, the traffic in slaves is still carried on 





| with that city. “The Pacha of Tripoli,” says Mr, Consul Crowe, 
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‘. continues his extensive speculations in this nefarious traffic,” 
though it was understood that all Turkish functionaries were 
strictly forbidden to engage therein. Two vessels, in May, 1848, 
were despatched for Smyrna and Constantinople, having on board 
76 males and 212 females, of whom 14 males and 52 females were 
the property of the Pacha. Two other vessels left for the Levant, 
with 23 males and 122 female slaves, and Mr. Crowe adds, “ many 
more remain to be shipped off ; the caravans from Mourzouk and | 
Ghadames having brought a great number of these unfortunate | 
people for sale.’”’ 

In June, 1848, the Vice-consul at Bengazi writes to the follow- 
ing effect :— 





‘‘ After many and strict inquiries, I have at last been able to obtain, | 


| 


though Colonel Tarrant thinks it will be impracticable to carry it 
on in that direction. The firmans were addressed to the Governors 
of Fars, Ispahan, and Persian Arabia, and by the Governor of 
Fars to the Governor of Bushire. Of course, everything will now 
depend upon the good faith of the Persian Government, and its 
subordinates in office.—Slave-trade papers, 1849, Class B., 
pp. 196-203. 
MUSCAT. 


It appears that the Commodore of the Indian naval squadron 
has captured several boats which he found carrying on the slave- 
trade contrary to the treaty made by this country with the Imaum 
forits suppression. At first his Highness complained that they were 
captured without authority, but on Captain Hamerton, the British 


from some of the respectable merchants of this town, a pretty | resident at Zanzibar, proving to him that the treaty prevented the 
accurate account of the number of slaves imported this year from the | importation of Abyssinian slaves into his territories, he acquiesced, 
interior, and I am sorry to say that this abominable traffic appears to | though he said they would be ruined by it. The Imaum has given 


have made most fearful progress during the period. From Fezzan, no | strict orders to his officers to prevent the export of slaves from his 








less than 1000 slaves have reached this city by various caravans. I have 
been informed that more than two-thirds of these unfortunate beings are 
females, the slave-dealers finding them more sought after, and therefore 
of greater value ; a female slave selling generally at the market for double 
the price of a male. Some few have been sold here, and the remainder, 
together with the 1,500 which arrived last year from Wadi, have been 
shipped off to Constantinople and other ports of the Levant. But, besides 
these, many of the slave owners of this regency, encouraged by the high 
prices given for slaves last year at Constantinople, have sent off great 
numbers. 
left this place for Wadi, with merchandise to the value of £20,000 
sterling, besides £3000 in cash, the produce of ivory, belonging to the 
Sultan of that district. The goods taken by the Wadiweens consist prin- 
cipally of beads, paper, corals, cloth, and cotton fabrics; a small portion 
of which, particularly those of cotton manufacture, are British, and 
lamentable it is to reflect that in exchange for these articles so many of 
our fellow-creatures are sold to slavery.’’—Slave-trade papers, 1849, 
Class B., pp. 330, 340. 

The Committee trust that the expedition undertaken by Mr. 
James Richardson and his companions, under the auspices of the 
British and Prussian Governments, to Northern Africa, may be 
attended with successful results in checking, if not destroying, this 
atrocious traffic. 

PERSIA. 

The Government of this country have long had treaties with the 
chiefs in the Persian Gulf for the suppression of the slave-trade ; 
but these chiefs find it to be too profitable to be wholly abandoned. 
They have, therefore, directed their attention to the prosecution of 
the traffic by covert means through Lingah and other Persian 
ports. In a Report on this subject, the Committee find the follow- 
ing particulars, which will be found interesting :— 

‘You are well acquainted with the habits of these people inhabiting 
Soor and Batinah and the ports of Oman, that from olden time they have 
been engaged in dealing in slaves, and that they proceed to the ports on 
the coast of Africa, Yemen, and Berbereh, for the purpose of procuring 
slaves, some of whom they obtain by purchase, and some by stealth and 
robbery. When the entire prohibition of the traffic was introduced by the 
British Government, the Arabs of these countries were much distressed at 
heart ; but when they heard of the exemption claimed by the people of Lin- 
gah, as being the subjects of Mahomed Shah, over whom the commands 
of the British Government had no force, then were they indeed rejoiced (to 
find) that ways and means were open to them for its prosecution. You 
must know, too, that the Arab ports on either shore are without pass- 
houses or coast guard, whereby people may discover what is introduced 
or taken out, and the inhabitants of these countries, more particularly on 
the Arab side, are adepts in deception. I conceive they will secretly 
convey slaves from Soor and the neighbourhood of Muscat, to the 
Batinah districts, and there embarking them in small boats, land them 
at night by stealth on these coasts. The people of Lingah maintain a 
constant intercourse with these ports from Cassaal to Aboothabee, and 
the slave owners clandestinely embark their slaves in the Lingah vessels, 
landing’them at Shinas and Beendee Cong, will by that route introduce 
them into Lingah, and none have knowledge thereof. The Lingah people 
will then ship the slaves and introduce them through the Banisheer Canal 
to Mohamra. If it be true that the commands of Government have no 
authority over the natives of Lingah, and they do not abandon the traffic 
and transport of slaves in their vessels, the trade will not be checked in 
the least degree.’’—Slave-trade papers, 1849, Class B., p. 197. 

This communication was made by the British agent at Shargah, 
in February, 1848; but subsequently to that period, Lieut.-Col. 
Tarrant, the British resident at Tehran, obtained firmans from the 
Shah prohibiting all slave-trading ‘‘ by sea” with any part of his 
dominions. The slave-trade by land is still to be permitted, 


A few days since, a very large caravan, of 600 camels strong, | 


| domiaions ; but they treat his orders just as they see fit, whenever 
they are found in any way at variance with their interests or incli- 
| nations. At the latest advices there were several Persian boats at 
| Zanzibar, whose object was to take slaves on their departure. The 
| parties belonging to the boats were purchasing; and there was 
| little doubt they would take them away clandestinely.—Slave- 
| trade papers, 1849, Class B., p. 160. 





CONCLUSION. 
| In bringing their Report to a conclusion the Committee feel it to 
| be their duty, in view of the magnitude of the object to be achieved 
| —the universal abolition of slavery and the slave-trade—and of the 
great difficulties yet to be overcome, to press on the friends of the 
anti-stavery cause throughout the country, the necessity of giving 
to the Society a liberal and generous support, that it may extend 
its efforts both at home and abroad, and thus hasten the period 
when the law of. love shall supersede the law of force, and the 
great practical truth of Christianity, that “God hath created of one 
blood all nations of men, to dwell upon all the face of the earth,” 
shall, under the Divine blessing, become a reality; and human 
bondage, in all the revolting forms in which it still exists, shall dis- 
appear, amidst the exultations of a disenthralled and redeemed race. 





BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


A meeting of subscribers and friends of the Society was held 
on Monday, May the 20th, 1850, at the White Hart Tavern, 
Bishopsgate-street ; Samuel Gurney, Esq., in the chair. Among 
the gentlemen present were the following:—Juseph Sturge and 
R. Cadbury, Birmingham; Samuel Bowly, Gloucester; Jas. 
Cadbury, Banbury; Joseph Cooper, Henry Sterry, C. Gilpin, 
Edmund Fry, Samuel Sturge, and John Burt, London; Samuel 
Wheeler, and Fredk. Wheeler, Rechester; David Turnbull, 
Kingston, Jamaica ; Wilson Burgess, Worcester; Samuel Fox, 
Nottingham; Henry Russell, jun., Dublin; Josh. Barrett, 
Croydon; Joseph Eaton, Bristol; John Allen, Liskeard; Samuel 
Priestman, Hull; Josiah Forster, Tottenham, Esqrs.; Rev. 
Ebenezer Davies, late of Berbice; Dr. Hodgkin, &c., &c. 


The substance of the Report, as given in another part of the 
Reporter, was read by the Secretary, after which the following 
resolutions were presented to the meeting, and met with unanimous 
support :-- 


Moved by Richard Cadbury, Esq., of Birmingham ; seconded 
| by John Allen, Esq., of Liskeard :— 

‘‘ That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, be adopted, 
and that the following gentlemen be the Committee and office-bearers for 
the ensuing year :-—Treasurer, GeorGE Wm. ALEXANDER, Lombard- 
street. Committee, Robert Alsop, William Ball, J. Gurney Barclay, Richard 
Barrett, William Beck, Lewis F. Bellot, Thomas Binns, Rev. James 
Carlile, Joseph Cooper, Samuel Fisher, Josiah Forster, Robert Forster, 
Samnel Fox, Charles Gilpin, Samuel Gurney, jun., Rev. J. H. Hinton, 
M.A., Rev. James Kennedy, Jacob Post, Dr. Thomas Price, George 
Stacey, Henry Sterry, Samuel Sturge, Rev. John Woodwark. Secretary, 
Joun Sconte. The Corresponding Members same as last year. 

Moved by Joseph Sturge, Esq., of Birmingham ; seconded by 
Mr. Fredk. Wheeler, of Rochester :— 

‘‘ That this Meeting, deeply impressed with the evils which have resulted 
from the introduction of the slave-produced sugars of Cuba and Brazil 
into the British markets for home consumption, in the extension which 
it has given to the system of slavery, and the fearful stimulus which it has 
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imparted to the slave-trade, would respectfully, yet urgently, press on 
the members of the House of Commons the propriety of giving the 
motion of Sir Edward N. Buxton, M.P., for the exclusion of such sugars 
in future, their best support. At the same time this Meeting is of opinion 
that sugars produced by free labour, whether from the British colonies and 
territories abroad, or from foreign countries, should be permitted to enter 
for home consumption at equal rates of duty.’”’ 


Moved by Rev. Ebenezer Davis ; seconded by Jolin Dymond, 
Esq., of Exeter :— 





‘¢ That this Meeting, whilst in favour of the immigration of labourers 
into the British colonies when conducted on sound and humane princi- 
ples, is utterly opposed to any scheme for supplying them with labour at 
the public expense, whether drawn from imperial or colonial funds, and 
which does not provide for an equality of sexes among the immigrants, 
and for freedom of action in the selection of their employments and 
employers; and further, that this Meeting is convinced that any plan of 
African emigration, except from the British settlements, and under 
governmental control, will be a revival and extension of the slave-trade, 
and afford a pernicious example to other nations, and ought therefore to 
be steadfastly resisted.’’ 


Moved by Samuel Bowly, Esq., of Gloucester; seconded by 
Joseph Eaton, Esq., of Bristol :— 


‘¢ That this Meeting is of opinion that many of the laws now in opera- 
tion in the British colonies, referring to contracts, vagrancy, trespass, 
and the occupation of land, are unjust in principle, and bear with undue 
severity on the emancipated classes and immigrant labourers; and they 
are concerned to perceive that, especially in the Crown colonies, the ten- 


dency is to increase the stringency of such laws, and to burthen the | 


people with an immense amount of taxation for other than purposes of 
civil government, whereby their just liberties are infringed, and unwise 
restrictions placed on the cultivation of the soil for their own advantage. 
In view of these facts, this Meeting is of opinion that all such laws 
should be thoroughly revised, in order to bring them into harmony with 
the great Act of Abolition, and that the taxation of the colonies should 
be reduced to the lowest point consistent with the due administration of 
justice and the efficient discharge of the public service.”’ 


Moved by Dr. Hodgkin; seconded by David Turnbull, E 
Jamaica :— 


‘‘ That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to Samuel Gurney, 
Esq., for his kindness in taking the chair.’’ 


of 


Sq-y 





THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY. 

The tenth anniversary of this Society was held at New York, on 
Tuesday, the 7th of May last, the Hon. Witit1am Jay, one of its 
vice-presidents, in the chair. The place of meeting, a v 
one, was crowded by an immense audience, among which were 
a great number of ladies. The proceedings were opened by the 
reading of select portions of the Scriptures, and by prayer, by the 
Rev. Mr. Woodson, a coloured clergyman, of Pittsburg. After an 
elaborate speech by the chairman, the Report, of which an abstract 
was read, was presented by Lewis Tappan, Esq. The following is 
a condensed view of its multifarious and important details. 


REPORT. 


“The Report shows that slavery has been prevented from extending to 
the Pacific by anti-slavery efforts, and that a vigorous continuance of them 
will save New Mexico and Utah from the accursed system :—The Execu- 
tive Committee have employed agents to distribute their publications in 
California, and have in the press an address to the inhabitants of New 
Mexico, both in Spanish and English, showing the unprofitableness of slave 
labour ; they have incurred considerable expense in issuing and circulating 
extensively varivus anti-slavery publications; they have sent circulars in 
large numbers into all the free States on the subject of petitioning Con- 
gress, and a very large number of petitions have been presented to that 
body in consequence. The corresponding secretary, who has devoted the 
principal part of his time to the cause during the past year, has kept up 
an extensive correspondence, both in this and foreign countries. 


‘* ECCLESIASTICAL ACTION. 


‘« A review is taken of the doings of the general assemblies of the Pres- 
byterian church, O, S. and N, S., and of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for foreign missions, and mention is made of the advice to 
the latter by the Dutch Reformed church; the position of the American 
Home Missionary Society, with regard to slavery, is noticed; and also a 
statement made of the action of the General Association of Connecticut, 
Dr. Bacon’s report, &c., of the New England Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church; of the opposition of a Southern association to 
man’s natural rights, and the injurious advice and statements given by 
Southern ministers at our theological seminaries and public meetings. 
Copious quotations are made of resolutions against slavery by the fol- 
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lowing ecclesiastical bodies:—The General Association of Mass., Con- 
vention of Congregational ministers of Mass., the Presbyteries of Franklin, 
O., Ottawa, Ill., Marion, Io., Indianapolis, Ind., West Alexandria, Pa., 
the Synod of Illinois, Free Synod of Cincinnati, Reformed Presbyterian 
Synod of North America, N, Y. Synod of Associate Reformed church, 

Iowa State Convention of Universalists, Independent Congregational 
church at Brownhelm, O., Central Association of Illinois, the American 

Baptist Free Mission Society, Amer. Missionary Association, Wisconsin 

Conf. of Wesleyan Methodist Connexion, the Christian Anti-slavery | 
The latter body resolved unanimously to 

withdraw from slaveholding churches, and churches and ecclesiastical 

bodies holding fellowship with slaveholders, and from missionary societies 

having any connection with the sin of slavery. 

‘It is stated that the General Assembly, O. S., was memorialised to 
declare slavery a sin, to prepare a plan of abolition, and to alter certain 
terms and passages in the Act of 1845 relating to slavery, and that reso- 
lutions were adopted, in reply~—with only one dissenting voice-—that the 
| subject belongs to secular rather than ecclesiastical legislatures ; that the 
| Assembly has said and done all it can with propriety; that it aims to 
| keep free from fanaticism ; and to encourage the religious instruction of 
| the slave by the slaveholder and the pastor. Anti-slavery passages have 

been expunged from the hymn-book, and ‘ Keith’s Evidences,’ lately pub- 
| lished by the Assembly ; and its character continues pro-slavery. The Report 
| speaks of the great parade made by the N. S. Assembly, in styling slavery 
' asin, &c., and those who hold slaves, in the legal sense, as sinners against 
| God and man, while slaveholding ministers are fellowshiped, and no disci- 
| pline is recommended to the churches; of the attempt made in the 
Assembly to prevent anti-slavery discussion ; and of the great dissatis- 
faction which its proceedings have occasioned, especially at the West. 
The Report states that the A. B. C. F. M. disappointed and grieved 
' the friends of the slave at their last meeting; that Mr. Treat’s highly 
satisfactory letter has been virtually withdrawn, and its position aban- 
doned ; that the Board seems determined to allow the admission of slave- 
holders into the mission churches. In answer to the doctrine that only 
the abuses of slavery are sinful, it is affirmed that the abuses are part and 
parcel of the system. The Board is conjured to use its influence legiti- 
| mately against slavery, for the rectification of public sentiment at home, 
-and the promotion of a higher Christian practice in the churches, inas- 
_much as the more elevated is the moral sense of the nation, the more 
| abundant will be the aid afforded in the work of missions ; and it is said 
| that no mission board can expect to retain the confidence of Christians 
who are opposed to slavery while they refuse to exclude the practice of 
slaveholding from their mission churches. 

‘‘The prosperous condition and increased resources of the American 
| Missionary Association is mentioned, which is ascribed, under God, to 
_ its strict anti-slavery character at home and abroad; also, the success of 
its colporteurs in distributing Bibles in slave States, and of its mis- 
| sionaries in establishing churches that have no fellowship with slave- 





| Convention at Cincinnati. 


| 














| holders. 
_ ‘The American Home Missionary Society is complained of for 
requiring that the credentials of its missionaries sent into slaveholding 
communities be acceptable to the ministerial body of their denomination 
| within whose bounds they are appointed to labour; that according to 
common belief its fifty missionaries in the slave States all receive slave- 
| holders to the communion of the church as Christians in good standing ; 
| that its missionaries in the slave States collect funds for the Society, 
| which flow into its common treasury ; and it is shown that the assertion, 
| that no missionary would be suffered to reside or preach in any slave 
| State who should inculcate an anti-slavery Gospel, is incorrect, as mis- 
' sionaries sustained by other societies do preach such a Gospel, and form 
such churches there. 

‘‘ The Report states that the common opinion, that the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North, is anti-slavery, is a mistake; that the action 
of the General Conference which led to the separation was not against 
slavery or slaveholding by the membership, or ministry, but simply by the 
Episcopacy, and that not upon principle, but on the ground of expediency, 
brought about by the Southern and not by the Northern members, who did 
what they could to prevent it. It is stated that official documents show 
that there are at the present time in the Northern General Conference 
eight annual Conferences, a part of the whole of whose territory is in the 
slaveholding States, and that it is computed that there are in that part of 
the church not less than four thousand slaveholders, and twenty-seven 
thousand slaves. 

“‘ The Report speaks highly of the thorough anti-slavery character of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connexion, which has extended its operations 
through all the free States, has twelve yearly Conferences, more than 
twenty thousand communicants, and not less than five hundred ministers, 
three of whom are labouring with great success in Virginia and North 
Carolina--one of them having been three times put upon his trial in Vir- 
ginia on the accusation of violating the slave laws; but he is still at 
large, preaching an anti-slavery Gospel. This example is held up for 
the imitation of the American Home Missionary Society and kindred 
bodies. 


| 


| 
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‘* CONGRESS, 

‘The Report gives a general view of the doings in both Houses with | 
reference to the Great Question; of the state of the parties; of the | 
efforts made for the erection of a portion of Texas and New Mexico into 
a slave State, to be called Jacinto ; of the resistance made in the Senate | 
to the reception of the resolutions of Vermont, and numerous anti- | 
slavery petitions that have been poured into Congress from all parts of | 
the free States, and the final abrogation of the rule of ten years’ standing 
in the Senate, by which motions for the reception of such petitions have 
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as a remedy for slavery, and because colonisationists do little or nothing 
for the elevation of the coloured race, with a view to their remaining in 
Reference is made to an article in the Liberia Advocate, 











this country. 


| where it speaks of Moses as an abolitionist, and says that he went out and 


slew a fellow-man, probably a slaveholder, of which he repented for forty 
years ; after which, God made him a colonisationist! The Free Produce 
Associations are favourably noticed, and facts are stated with regard to 
the growth of free cotton in some of the slave States, and in five of the 
West India Islands ; of its manufacture in England; of a petition signed 


been laid upon the table; of Mr. Clay's Compromise Resolutions and | by sixty thousand Englishwomen to the Queen of England, that no article 
speech ; of Mr. Mason’s Bill for the reclamation of fugitive slaves ; of | of slave-grown produce be consumed in the royal household ; and, it is 


the rejection of Mr. Root’s resolution for providing ‘ Territorial Govern- 
ments,’ prohibiting slavery therein; of the rejection of Mr. Giddings’s 
resolutions, in which were embraced the cardinal truths of the Declara- 
tion of Independence and the Ordinance of 1787 ; of the threats of dis- 
union by the slaveholding members; of the subserviency of several 
Northern members; and of the able speeches made by members of both 
the Democratic and Whig parties, rebuking their conduct, and in defence 
of free territory. Notice is taken of the noble course pursued in the 
Senate by Messrs. Hale, Chase, Seward, and Baldwin ; of the astonish- 
ment expressed in that body, and elsewhere, at the annunciation that 
there is a law superior to the laws of man; of Mr. Webster’s declaration 
with regard to the Wilmot proviso, of his willingness to aid the slave 
States in forcing away the free people of colour to the extent of two hun- 
dred millions from the national treasury, if necessary; of his going to 
‘the fullest extent’ in seizing and sending back fugitives from slavery ; 
of the approbation given by such men as Leonard Woods, Moses Stuart, 
Jared Sparks, and others; and of the attempt to effect a compromise 
between freedom and slavery, between the law of God and the slave 
code, at the suggestion of Mr. Foote, and under the leadership of Mr. 
Clay, in the face of the nation, and before the sun. 


**SLAVERY AT THE SOUTH. 


‘* A view is taken of American slavery as it is, from southern testimony, 
demonstrating that although anti-slavery sentiment is increasing at the 
South, and the press is speaking against the extension o{slavery in some 
of the States with unwonted force, yet that the recent developments of 
slavery exhibit the infernal system as the most atrocious that has ever 
prevailed. Mention is made of the whipping and imprisonment of free 
negroes, of taxing them to raise funds for their expatriation, of whipping 
slaves to death, of selling free negroes into slavery for crime, of the 
imprisonment of a coloured preacher in the city of Washington, and the 
subsequent attempt to sell him, to pay his gaol fees, by the marshal of the 
United States ; of the tragical case of the slave Emily Russell, of the 
inter-state slave-trade, of the confession made by a Virginia representative 
in Congress that that State depends upon slave-breeding for its pros- 





perity, of the arrogance of the slave power in denouncing the school- 
books of the North, imprisoning Barrett and occasioning his death, of | 
the violation of the post-office, &c. The Report gives many facts to show | 
that anti-slavery sentiment is increasing at the South, that the people | 
there are hostile to a dissolution of the Union, even if it were practicable, 
and that the South, as well as the whole country, will not always be ruled | 
by the one hundred and thirteen thousand slaveholders of the United 
States. 
‘STATE OF THINGS AT THE NORTH. 
‘Notice is taken of the laudable efforts made by the people of colour | 
in self-elevation ; of young Morris of Salem, Mass., who was commis- | 
sioned as a justice of the peace by Gov. Briggs, and has managed a cause | 
before the court with much ability ; of the graduation of a young coloured 
man at Middlebury College with one of the highest honours; of coloured 
agriculturalists in this State, Michigan, &c.; of a late convention at | 
Columbus, Ohio, whose business was conducted with much. order and 
ability ; of steps taken to found a Manual Labour Academy, in Essex 
county, New York; of the influence of the coloured electors at a recent 
election in the city of New York ; of the doings of the State Convention of 
the coloured Protestant Methodist Church at Baltimore; of a wealthy 
coloured landlord at South Trenton, who voluntarily reduced his rents on 
account of the lack of remunerating wages received by his tenants ; and of 
the testimony of the New York Odserver, that within the last twenty-five 
years, no people have advanced more rapidly in all that elevates a people, 
The prevalence of caste, the offspring of slavery, is spoken of as more rife 
in this country than in any other, India not excepted, where in the presence | 
of Juggernaut it disappears, while here, in temples of Christian worship, | 
and elsewhere, it exists in an odious form. Allusion is made to the | 
refusal of the department of State to grant passports to people of colour, | 
who are citizens under the Constitution of the United States, and a fear 
is expressed that our increased commercial facilities of intercourse with 
foreign nations will extend to those countries the baneful system peculiar 
to this country. The colonisation scheme is alluded to, and the opposi- 
tion felt to it by the great body of people of colour, because it was 
projected and is sustained by slaveholders for the purpose, in 
the past language of Daniel Webster, ‘of getting rid of the free 
people of colour,’’ has engendered a wicked prejudice, has been held up 








added, should the people of England come to the resolution not to 
manufacture any cotton grown by slaves, American slavery would be 
attacked IN ITS MOST VULNERABLE POINT. Both the free and the pro- 
slavery presses of the North are spoken of. The former, it is said, are 
increasing in number and devotion to the anti-slavery cause, while some 
of the latter seem to be gloating over the iniquitous system which in part 
sustains them. Particular encomiums are passed upon the National 
Era and New Yerk Evening Post. 


‘THE WEST INDIES. 


‘* The state of things in the West Indies is glanced at, and reference 
had to a recent letter from Geo. W. Alexander, of London, who, with 
John Candler, is on a tour of observation to the British and French West 
India Islands, and will soon visit this country. They give in general a 
favourable account of the workings of emancipation, of the gradual rising 
of the coloured classes, of the physical and moral condition of the people, 
and of the abatement of prejudice. Mr. A. says :—‘ The circumstances 
of the‘planters in different colonies vary considerably, and are to a great 
extent influenced by their own individual conduct and that of the legisla- 
tures.’ From other sources we learn, says the Report, that some of the 
most talented men at Jamaica are coloured, that ten or a dozen are in the 
legislative Assembly, that seven-tenths of the whole police force, the 
public printers of the legislature, and the editors of the government paper, 
are also coloured; that the depressed state of things on the island is not 
owing to emancipation, but to the Sugar Duties’ bill of 1846, to a want 
of thrift and industry and the Yankee plough among the proprietors, to the 
enormous salaries of government officers, to the heavy duties on island 
products in England, to the lack of provision for the education and 
religious instruction of the emancipated, and especially to the want of a 
SOCIAL SYSTEM~—occasioned by slavery. It is believed a better time is 
coming, and that when freedom, industry, and Christian institutions are 
firmly established in the islands, they will be as the Garden of Eden.”’ 

The Report concludes with an appeal to the free people of the United 
States to arise in their majesty and throw off the incubus of slavery. 

We purpose giving the resolutions and addresses in our next. 


THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


The sixteenth anniversary of this Society was held at New 
York on the 7th of May last. From a paper which has 
reached us we gather the following particulars :—“ Long before 
the hour of meeting, the body of the house, and a portion 
of the galleries, were densely packed; and when the pro- 
ceedings commenced, standing room within ear-shot was quite 
unattainable. The audience was composed promiscuously of 
all ages, sexes, and complexions. The events of the meeting 
were of the most exciting character. Wm. Lioyp Garrison, 
Esq., the president of the Society, was in the chair. Mr. 
Garrison read several extracts from the Bible, and a person in the 
body of the meeting offered prayer; after which, he proceeded, in 
a characteristic speech, to denounce slavery and its abettors, and 
called upon all persons favourable to the anti-slavery cause to 
come out of the several religious denominations—Baptists, Metho- 
dists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and Roman Catholics, and to 
‘organise moral reform societies.” After inveighing, in the most 
unmeasured terms, agaiust what he judges to be culpable in the 


| American churches, he attacked the President, Zachary Taylor, when 


a scene of indescribable confusion and uproar took place. A Cap- 
tain Rynders, with a party of low fellows, rushed to the platform, 
The ladies became alarmed, children screamed, the male spectators 
laughed ; but, during the hubbub, Mr. Garrison and his friends 
maintained their composure. In the midst of the wildest uproar 


| —shouts, curses, and divers threats—the HutcHINson FAMILY, 


seated in the gallery, struck in with one of their familiar tunes, 
*‘ Friends of Equality,’”’ and sang, for several minutes, gradually 
stilling the tumult below, and inspiring a better spirit in the dis- 
orderly assembly. After Mr. Garrison had finished his speech, a 
contest arose who should speak. Captain Rynders and his party 
insisted upon hearing Professor Grant, a medical man, but it was 
at length arranged that the Rev, Dr. TurnER, of Philadelphia, 
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